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PREFATORY NOTICE. 



When Fanaticism and Folly will not listen to the dictates 
of Reason, Satire, though a bitter, is often found a power- 
ful corrective. Pinkerton asserts that Sir David Lindsay, in 
satirizing the vices of the Catholic clergy, and the abuses of 
religion, < was more the reformer of Scotland than John 
Knox ; for he prepared the ground, and John only sowed 
the seed.' With equal plausibility it may be maintained, 
that the satirical writers of the seventeenth century, by 
ridiculing the austerity and correcting the follies of the 
Presbyterian divines, paved, in a great measure, the way for 
that liberality of opinion, and propriety of conduct, which 
now so highly distinguish the clergy of Scotland. While 
Butler ably and severely satirized the wild theories of the 
Puritans and Millenarians in England ; Golvil, Pitcaime, and 
others, lashed, with equal spirit and ingenuity, the absurd 
conduct and opinions of the more bigoted Presbyterians of 
Scotland. 

The seventeenth century was fraught with new doctrines 
ill religion, and changes in the constitution of Britain. 
The Civil War broke down those venerable attributes of 
Monarchy, which had hitherto been respected with implicit 
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faith— the jus divinum of kings, and the passive obedience 
of the people, were no longer acknowledged. A spirit of 
religious enthusiasm, whicti ultimately led to confusion and 
intolerance, was engendered in the country: the wildest 
doctrines with r^ard to religion and dvil polity, were pro- 
mulgated ; and it would almost ai^[>ear, that in the * new 
order of things,* the more absurd such doctrines were, the 
more readily were they received by the people. 

During the Commonwealth, the military sway of Crom- 
well gave no satisbction to the deiigy of Scotland. Though 
Presbjrtery was considered as the established religion, its 
General Assemblies were abolished, and, among other 
causes of complaint, its ministers were restrained ftom 
that free discussion in pulpit, upon civil as well as religious 
to{HCS, which the spirit of the times inculcated. 

The Restpration of Charles II, was, therefore, hailed as the 
harbinger of fireedom to the Kirk. But; Charles, goaded on 
by the English bishops, and, perhaps dEanded with the re- 
publican spirit of Presbjftery, and tibe austerity of its profes- 
sors, established Episcopacy as the national religion in Scot- 
landt This unwise step, added to the vain attempts which 
he made to recover those prerogatives, of which the late 
civU war had deprived the crown, alienated the hearts of 
his Presbjfterian subjects, who looked upon him as a per- 
jured monarch, who had broken the solemn oath which he 
had pledged to uphold presbytery as the established religion 
in Scotland. 

But presbytery found a greater and more dangerous 
enemy in the succeeding monarch, whose power was openly 
exerted to overthrow the protestant church, and to restore 
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popery. The Reyolutioiit howevert defi^ated this desigOt 
and wrought an important change in the aspect of church 
affiun in Scotland. The abolition of Episcopacy^ and the 
re-establishm^it of PreBbyteryi as the national religiont by 
a monarch professing the same &ith, gave great encourage- 
ment to the presbyterian clei^, irho» in the preceding 
reigns of James and Charlesi had sunk into insignificance 
and d^radation. On arising firom such an abject state to 
the height of power, it is hardly to be wondered at, that 
they should foi^t the christian spirit of moderation and 
forgiveness, and should retaliate upon their ancient enemies, 
the bishops and the curates, all those ills which they had 
themselves so recently suffered : that in the heat of con* 
test, and with a desire to root out every thing that ap* 
preached, in the slightest degree, towards the doctrines or 
rites of papistry, (for they considered episcopacy as nearly 
assimilated), they should run into * right hand extremes and 
left hand defections,* and hold opinions, which might be 
viewed, with some justice, as the o£bpring of fimaticism and 
intolerance. Their manners too, were, in general, austere 
and unbending, and the least slip by an individual in recti- 
tude of conduct, was readily seized upon by his enemies, 
as a vulnerable point through which the whole body might 
be assailed. Among the ousted curates* were many men of 
genius, who wreaked their revenge by ridiculing either the 
personal defects— -the private character^-the bigotry, or the 



* Among whom when Mr. Robert Calder or Cadell, Mr. Fiimiey &e. eeveral of irhoee 
Umpoons are printed in the Book op Scottish PAeQUiu. 
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immoralily of the presbyterian dei^men, in satiric verges 
and scurrilous anecdotes. These were not vented against 
the clergy alone, but were also fulminated at those laymen, 
who were inimical to the Stewart dynasty, or the Episco- 
pal religion. 

Among the most eelebrated of the satirical wits of the day, 
niiose pens were wielded in support of the Jacobite cause. 
Doctor Archibald Pitcairne, the author of the following 
poem of Babell, shone with conspicuous lustre. As an 
eminent phjrsician, his name has been rendered illustrious 
throughout Europe ; and although his &me as a poet has 
not spread so wide, it has been justly appreciated by his 
countrymen. 

Various biographical accounts of Dr. Pitcairne having al- 
ready appeared in numerous scientific works, the Editor 
deems it, therefore, unnecessary, in a publication like the 
present, to resume the subject of his Life. He, however, 
cannot resist availing himself of this opportunity to give the 
following animated sketch of his character and talents, as 
contained in an unpublished letter (^penes Robert Pitcairne, 
Esq.) written by Dr. John Drummond, Senr. to Dr. Thomas 
Bower, shortly after his death, which happened on the 20th 
October, 1713. 

** I told you in my last, that Dr. Pitcairne was confined 
to the house, and I made too sure a prognostic, that he would 
never come again abroad, for on Friday, the 20th of Ocr 
tober, about ten o'clock at night, he died, to the great detri- 
ment of learning, and the vast regret, I am sure, of all 
learned men, both at home and abroad. I was in the coun- 
try when he died, but I am well informed that all the while 
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he kept the hoase, he was in the greatest tranquility and 
oomposedness of mind imaginable ; and after this manner, 
without pain or trouble, and with just apprehensions of 
Grod and religion, as he constantlj lived, left the world ; — 
and we may expect just accounts of him, quern odio out 
gratia meU^exemit. And I am confident his character will 
be as bright and shining as any of the greatest worthies our 
nation can boast of, either in the present or past ages. 

<< He was the most learned Physician that this kingdom ever 
bred. He was professor of Medicine at Edinburgh and Ley- 
den, and he graced and adorned these chairs, with uncom- 
mon learning and knowledge. His excellent dissertations 
are lasting monuments of his noble genius, and of what ad- 
vantage and light, he has thrown into the darkest parts of 
Medicine. In them, he proved the continuities of the veins 
and arteries, without whidi, the circulation of the blood was 
imperfect. He has demonstrated the necessity of obstruc- 
tions happening in the arteries, rather than in the nerves, 
and in the nerves, rather than in the veins, and that from 
their make and figure. He both explained respiration and 
the structure of the lungs, and has proved that the air does 
not penetrate through the coats of the vessels to mix with 
the blood in them, contrary to the opinion of the great 
Borelli. He hte told us how digestion is performed, viz. by 
the strong muscles of the stomach, and the muscles of the 
diaphragm and abdomen, and all this in a due mathematical 
way. . He has destroyed ferments in the stomach, and 
other parts of the body, for correcting of which, so many 
unnecessary drugs were given by physicians. He has esta- 
blished the circular figure of pores and defeated the con- 
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trary opinioDi and has giyen safficient hints, by wfaidi secre-^ 
tion and nutrition may be explained. He has banished ma* 
terise subliles, occult qualities, and such other gibberish, and 
has shewn that acids and alkalies, as such, cure no diseases. 
He has demonstrated the evacuations proper in feyers, by 
exact calculation. He has explained vision, and demon- 
strated the nature and diseases of the eye, and their causes. 
To be short, he has joined the Physician and Mathemati- 
cian so happily together, that he has given us in a manner, 
an (economia animalis, at least he has explmned and de* 
monstrated the most difficult and most considerable things 
in oeconomia animalis, that his dissertations are so far tiie 
only solid institutions of Medicine we now have. Neither 
were these idle speculations and vmn amusements, for he 
founded on them a rational practice, which he had so uni- 
vei*sally here for many years, and performed with so great 
judgment and success, that even these Physicians who had 
no good will at him were forced to acknowledge his inven* 
tions, and follow his method in curing diseases, which is the 
best now known in any part of the world, being short and 
proper, and free from the idle pomp and unnecessary iar- 
itigo of loo many drugs. 

'' The calumny of Atheism objected against him by fanatic- 
cal and enthusiastical spirits, who brand both good and 
learned men with this odious name, that cannot come up 
to their ridiculous opinions and notions, is absurd and false ; 
for no man believed more firmly the existence of a God, 
and demonstrated it more clearly, as may be seen in his 
dissertation, De circulaHone aa^iguinU in animaiibusf gemtia 
et nofi genitisj in which he has proved against Des Cartes 
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and others, that an animal cannot be mechaniically produc- 
edy but most owe its original to a Supreme Being j whose 
esdstenoe he has demonstrated to the satisfaction and con- 
viction of all mankind. 

« For his Poetry, which was always in latin/ he not only 
equalled, but excdled the best poets of his age. We iBnd 
in all his poems, a justness of thought, a vivacity of spirit, 
excellent tarns of wit, a preciseness of style, and a happy 
imitation o£ the best antient authors j so that he may be 
compared £o our great Buchanan himself. If we consider 
in what haste and hurry, tiie most of his performances were 
done, by reason of the crowd of business he was engaged in, 
it is still more surprising ; but this is only known to some 
few in this place, and not to be observed by those who read 
his works, which are absolutely complete and perfect in 
their kind. 

<< There is a design of collecting his poems, and printing 
them altogether.* Some of his verses, made of late years, 
are to be omitted as not having the ordinary life and spirit 
in them, and not being of a piece with the former. 1 sup- 
pose it will be thought fit to prefix his life to them, and I 
shall contribute all I can, to preserve the memory of so 
great a man, who was the glory and ornament of his coun- 
try and profession. 

<< Though he got much money by his extraordinary skill 

* Although Dr. Pitcairn's chief poems are in Latlo, he also composed many In the 
English langwage. ^ 

f This is still a desideratom io Sootdah literature, worthy the noUco of the Associates 
of the M Am AMD Clob. 
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and practice in Phjrsic ; yet he did not hoard up riches, but 
dealt liberally to his poor friends and ralations, and ako 
gave frankly and generously to young men of good spirits, 
who were in narrow circumstances. So he was not only a 
learned man, but a Meecenas too, and an encourager of 
learning through the whole course of his life. His great care 
and commisseration of the poor, ought not to be omitted. 
He not only gave them medicine freely, but money too, 
for their relief and support ; and this kind of charity, is one 
of the best effects of pure and undefiled religion. Besides, 
he did not spend all his money on his pleasure and freaks, 
but erected a most noble Library, which for the great var- 
iety and excellent collection of books, is one of the finest I 
have seen belonging to any private man in the kingdom. 

<' His love to his country, and loyalty to his Prince, were 
extraordinary — ^they seemed always to fill his head and 
heart — and in all his discourses and verses, we find a mighty 
penchant and byass that way. Loyalty was still the burden 
of all his songs. In a word, he was one of the greatest gen- 
iuses that this age produced ; being an exceUent Mathemati- 
cian and Philosopher, a learned and skilfrd Physician, a 
quaint and delicate Poet, a judge and master of all polite 
learning, a generous and charitable man, and a most loyal 
and dutiful subject. 

'< I beg pardon for troubling you with this hasty and inco- 
herent scribble. The doleful remembrance of our dear 
friend may plead my excuse. You know these, and a 
great many more things about him, worthy to be remem- 
bered, which I am not able to express. I entreat you not 
to communicate this letter to any body. If I had designed to 
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make it public, I had put it in another dress, aod in 
another language, which, perhapH, may be done if my occa- 
sions can allow. This only to give vent to my preisent passion 
of grief, which is far greater than I could ever have ima- 
^ned it could have been ; and to acknowledge with gratitude, 
that what small advances I have made in my profession, 
is chiefly owing to his advice and assistance. Upon the 
whole, I cannot but admire and applaud your steady and 
constant adherence to him in his greatest difficulties, and 
in the weakness and infirmities of old age; What excellent 
things you have done in his defence, are particularly known 
to me, and if they are as well understood by the learned 
world, they would certainly set your true merits in a clear 
light, and eternally recommend your unspotted fidelity and 
firiendship. 

<< Our poets, here, are hard at work to do something 
considerable on this occasion; and it is just and reasonable, 
that he who so often celebrated the praises of our heroes 
and learned men, should not be passed over in silence. 
We have some good, some bad, and some indifferent 
verses, as is ordinary on such occasions. I have sent 
you some printed copies of verses. That poem without 
a name is Mr; Kerr's, and pleases me very well. The 
thoughts are just and great, and it is very poetical, and 
not unlike the Doctor's own way of writing. What other 
things of this nature worth your while, comes abroad, shall 
be transmitted to you. I have occasion to see and revise 
the most part of the poems made on this occasion. 'Tis 
expected that your famous English poets, especially Mr. 

4 • 



X PREFATORY MOTICB. 

PrioF, his cAd comrade wiU plmoe his pen, and do right and 
honour to the memory of «o giMit,fr man/' 

The statement^ which Dr. Drammond gives. in the 
for^cHDg letter, as to Doctor Pitcaime's religioufii bdiefi 
idndicates him from the culummous accusation of being «a 
atheist. It cannot be dented that the Doctor maj faave^ 
on many occasions^ ei^posed himself, in the freedom of 
conversation, and by his satirical writings i^gainst the mora 
rigid presbyterians, to the chaige of infidelity j although 
there does not in reality appear to be any evidence of its 
truth. WoDRow, however, in the following notice of dte 
Doctor, while he seems to free him of this dutige, pointedly 
accuses him of deism, and as a reviler of religion. 

«<This month, Oct. 1713, at j dose of it, I think, 
Archibald Pitcaim dyed at £din. He was the most cele- 
brated phy8itia^ in Scotland this age» and certainly a man 
of great .^kill, and now of long experience. I am tdd he 
stiU spent, tlvee or. four hovm ev'ry .morning in reading 
and writings and some people talk y^ eveiy day he did read 
a portion of the scripture, tho' it seaoos he made ill use ^ 
iU He was a professed deiste, and by many alledged tp 
be ane atheist^ tho^ he has frequently professed his b^lilEe 
of a God^ and said he qould not deny a providence. 
However he was a great mocker of religion, and radjculef 
of it: he keeped noe publick society for worship : on the 
Sabbath had his sett meetijigB, for ridiculing of the scripture 
and sermons. He was a good humanist, and very curiouse 
in his choice of books and library. He goto a vast income, 
but q^ent it upon drinking, and was twice drunk every day» 
He was a sort of a poet. Ther goes a story of ane sf^ 
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poriti0a he had freqaa[id7» q^ he oimecL* He djed not 
TOiy liph, and for some years he was much dedinad in 
his busriness and health. Some say he had riuoise at 



* The ghuti. ttarjr^ ken aUoAed t»» b prebaUf tke MdivrtB^ pneerroi by WoBioffy 
WiMif mtoy ottiere of a eimUar luitiirei In hie Anabd^ 

* Hm 3d [aoeount] la ai to die kuovren Dr. Piteaini at Edln* Mjr Informer ao- 
qaainta me that the Dr. hai frequently told him of Darld ••••*• (I think Lindmy le 
hia nmnei if I Mmenher)» hie eooetant upfmiing to hlmi to that tfaa^ which w hat a 
litie befon the I>ooter*e death. Darid wae elerh to the CouncU at Ediih. and had been 
intlmal with Ae Dr. at the ooUedge and tdioolay and afterwarde ; and they ueed yery 
fteqnently «» be ttifelher. Whether diey wer of the eamo dbboliTinff ^rlnet)»Iei and 
ofoaUy eeepticaUy my iaftnner knoom not. The Daetor wae at Buria when Dlivld 
dyed at Edin. Joet about the time of DaTid*e death, (ee the Doeter afterwarda eame to 
knoa), that aame n%ht, die Doetnr at Puh dreamed that he wae at Edtn., and heard 
of DMd'adflath».and did beHToii, bat afterwards he tteU him in the LandaMAet^ and 
0aviddealfed he might go with him. That die Doeter mid ho wm dead» and ha wMid 
not go with liinL That Darld eaid it was true tliat hie body was dead» and tliat thiy 
had oarryed it to the Oiayfrier chorehyardt bat he was still elliw m moeh as before^ and 
theDeotorbehoTadtogo wlAhim. Tbathawentdoon,the street withAlm with nlootattey, 
and intoeeverall lioQsm wlier they osed to drink, bat got not iooeee. That etUl lie impoiv 
tnned the Doeter to go with Idm, and went doon Leith Wynd, and the Doetor went to 
Cblttmn Craigm and left him, and eaa lilm jo to ^ slaf» and go oat of liis sight. That 
this drmm was repeted to him eight or ten nights with sererall nffiations, hat still in 
deep. David appeared to liim, till letters oame from Edin. to Fkris, and he went to hie 
bankv tlier to get money, wlio told him with great regrate, that by this day'a poet 
ho Imd lettcn tint on soah a night, (when the Dootor dreamed flrst), his gpod friend 
Darid *•••**•• dyed at Edin. The Dr. was strablc, he said ; and told his hanker that 
be beliTed it was true, and gave him eome hint of his dreaming. The Doctor added, 
that ainee that time^ generafly apeaking, David appeared to him etcery night. My in- 
ibrmer asked the Doctor if he eoald aeooont for aoeh an odd paawgB. He awata he 
floaU not aeooant for it at firat ; Irat he tho*t he ooald aocoant for It ainoe : And throa his 
life I beliTo he imagined, by hahite and ooatome, that the matter wae frot. And he had 
another Inatanoe of a dream of the eamo natare aboat hie elater ; that ha went, as ho 
tho*t» to her hooae in hia aleep, and ooald not And her, and next day he got die aoooonta 

* 

of her death. Them are odd paaaagm, and if fact, and not coined by the Doetor as they 
* • • • • leem to be onange Toachafments of proridenee^ to a peaaan 
of the Daotor^s temper and eeoec^ and mothoda of convictloa, which might perhi^ppa ba 
way aeeooated lory hot I ftar wer miaimprofen by him«*'*-yoL 5, p. 440. 
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his death } but others that he continued to mock at religion, 
and all that is seriouse. He was a Jacobite violent, and was 
consulted anent the Pretender^s health. He was a man 
of great learning, and was sometime professour at Leyden, 
and till of late keeped a great correspondence w^ learned 
men abroad.** — Analecta MS. Vol. HI. p. 243. Adv. Lib. 
The above character of Dr. Pitcaime, is by one who 
cannot be supposed to have admired either his political, or 
his religious principles. It is, however, valuable as giving the 
opinion of his talents, his politics, and religion, by the 
organ of a party, to whose views in church and state he was 
diametrically opposed. Wodrow's account of his moral 
and religious character, must, however, be received with 
caution. It is likely to have been formed, not from per- 
sonal observation, but from the remarks of others whose 
party or religious spirit— or, perhaps, whose feelings smart- 
ing under the severity of his satire — might be inclined to 
exaggerate his frailties in morality and religion. From 
letters preserved in Wodrow*s collections there appears to 
be some reason for this remark. The Rev. James William- 
son, Minister in Edinburgh, (son of the celebrated Mr. 
David Williamson) in a letter to Mr. Wodrow, 17th Oct., 
1713, writes ;— *♦ Tm very apprehensive of some sad 

* judgment on these lands, atheism and irreligion are so 
< prevalent, notwithstanding of the Gospell light we have 
•been priviledged with. That miserable creeture D. 

* P[itcair]|n has of late been very bussy for the D[iver]s 

* interest among people, but is now confined to his room 
•and it's thought cant last long.'** It is certain that 

• Wodrmf*i CoUeetioiM, 9oL7,p. 136, Adt. Iam, 
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Doctor Pitcaime, whatever reajioiis he might give the 
world to sappose him an atheist, was, however, unwill- 
ing to be thought one. Wodrow, in the above notice^ 
admits that he professed the belief of a deity, and, in a 
passage in his Anatecta, he gives an account of the Doctor 
publicly vindicating this belief in a law-suit against the 
Rev. Dr. Webster of Edinburgh, who had openly called 
him an atheist. 

Dr. Pitcaime, as a violent Jacobite, and therefore inimical 
to Presbytery, whose ministers were the chief promulgators 
of the calumny of atheism against him, readily found in 
their private characters and conduct, and in the ceremonies 
and government of the Kirk, fitmiliar subjects for his satire. 
But the General Assembly of 1692, from its unruly charac- 
ter, appears to have afforded him the most ample materiel 
for ridicule : To it we owe the production of his witty co- 
medy of The Assembly, and of the following poem of Ba- 
BELL, in both of which, the characters are sustained by its 
leading members. The comedy has gone through several 
editions, while the poem, which may fairly rank among the 
most humorous and descriptive Satires of the time, is no^ 
for the first time printed.* 

With regard to its poetical merits, it would be disingenuous 
to be too critical : although, in many places, there is an ap- 
parent neglect of the niceties of quantity and rhythm, yet 
such irregularities evidently proceed, not fi^m a want of 
taste and ability, but rather from such a close attention to 

• It may be remarked that Mistoh, a satirical writer of the saooeeding century, -most 
haTe peeeeend a copy of Babili^ ai he has been guilty of appropriatiDg Uu^e portioiis of 
It in his poem of Tht Kmgkt of the Kirk. 
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tfe »iiiaMBnl|0cfe «f tbe pQeiD«; ag. to lead tb^ aulhorito dis* 
ifigard dM ninor \airciifl(i8taiices of TenifionHoa. This 
loose mode^iifoonpasitioni with respect to Batirical pieces^ is 
wen ImQWtt to have been eommon ia that age> e^pecidJy 
amMg poeto who chseflj rastod ibwr poetical fiune on the 
oonstraotion of Latin yerse. 

U wSk probably^ be objeotod that an unbecoming coarse- 
ness of expression frequently occurs, especiaUy in passages 
|mt im %lm moaths^ of several reverend members of the As- 
sembly. Bnt it oi«ght .to be remembered that a greater 
Aetimask of language wae^ allowed to humorous uritota in 
fiMDnar t»nes» than wojold now be tolerated ; and besides^ it 
wmf be premmed» tiiaith^re may have been certain cha* 
nHDlerisfeicB^in the difforent speakerspmurtrayed inthe poem^ 
knemaoiili! >to those existing at the time* 

. It may be observed, that there are two manuscripts of 
the poem-*one in the possession of Dr. Keith of Edinbni^ 
and. the other contained in a volume of Pasquils, &c. former- 
ly belonging to that indefatigable collector Robert Milne, 
qnd Qpw in the library of Dundas of Amiston* These 
have been carefully collated, in forming the present publi- 
cation, and wh»« any difference existed between them, it has 
been noticed in the Various Readings, and marked with 
the letter a (for Amiston M.SJ) or k (for Keith M.S.). 
The latter manuscript, being the more correct of the two, 
has been mostly relied on for the readings which have been 

adopted. 

The Notes will^ it is hoped, tend to illustrate many pas- 
sages in the Poem. Much difficulty has been ezpwienced 
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in disooyering the application of the allusioiiB to persons 
and circnmstanoesy which* though well known at the tune, 
are now either forgotten, or partially remembered. As 
they chiefly rdate to the private character and conduct of 
individuals, the cUfficulty was more enhanced^ and the 
Editor has, therefore* with the greatest research* been un- 
able, in many instances, to discover their explanation. 
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WRITTBN ORIOINALLT IN THI IRISH TOMOUB AND TRANSLATKO 
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BY 
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GEvnn zl. 8.— So tb« Lord mtnd them alirood from tlMiiot npoo the free of all 

the Berth ead thej left off to build the dty. 

QUXfl FUROB, O CIVEft^eceeiii. 



THE 



APPOLLAGIE 



FOR THE 



AUTHOR. 



Rhyme is a tyrant and a knaye, 
And ev'iy rhymer is a slavey 
And consequentlie by meer force 
Is driven like a very horse : 
Therefor, the clergie should excuse him, 
If that they think he does abuse them. 
If this can not defend his verse, 
He bids Mes John come kiss his — 

VERBUM SAPIENTI SAT EST. 
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Assist me all, ye Moses nyne ! 

With a beer glass of fourtie njme ; 

For it is better, ten to one. 

Then water of the Hellicon, 

To warm the braine, and dear the witt, 5 

And make a satyr dance and skip. 

Assist ! till I sing what did pass 

Att the last meeting of the A&Sr^ 

Semblie, b^un witibi frost and snow, 

And just dissolved with the thow : 10 

When expectation sw:elled big, 

Both of the Torie and the Whig, 

When eadi, his party to advance. 

Did tell quite different news from France, 

Tho* both told nothing but damn'd lies, 15 

Of speaking oats, and prophesies ; 

Each strove the other to pull down. 

And cloak did graple with the gown ; 
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Episcopalls and Presbyters 

Were yoak'd together by the ears, £0 

About the form of Govemmenty 

For never one could both content ; 

While both did strive to rule the roast — 

Whoever wins it's to our cost 

Mean while the cold phkgmalick trimmer, 25 

(Who is a kynd of lukewarm sinner, 

And for noe side would lose his dinner,) 

Stood by, acid gendie SDoyPd to see 

Brithren thus live in unitie. 

Quoth he, < This wars amangst divines, 30 

Shamefii' them wins^ sl»amefa' them tineft.' 

That these firie conteate might be ended, 

A Convocation was intended. 

Which did meet, at the time appoynted, 

By consent of die Lord's annoynted. 35 

But all the while they wete together^ 

Vm sure we had the sadest weather; 

That has been seen for manie yeare. 

Because, say they^ the DeviU fews 

That we his bellesh thron mak tuBible ;*~ 40 

Some say, he's noe such bettiebumUe, 

This stratagem he used rather 

To keep the brethren long together. 

Being affraid that they shouM part. 

For he likes mischeife with his heart. 45 

To this renoun'd Assemblie cam. 

E'en from Bersheba vnto Dan, 

Many a learned, worthy man. 
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The Ministers, with ther lay Elders, 

Which soaters, wabsters, were, and pedlers, 50 

All interlined with Lords and Lairds, 

Who'le neither play at dice nor cairds. 

For that they judge as great a crime 

As on the Sabboth day to dine : ^ 

Ther gesture and ther garb was such, . 55 

Non could know 'mongst them which was which : 

Some had gray cloaks, and some had black j 

Some had a band, some a cravat j 

Some had swords, some had sticks like flails ; 

But all had both good teeth and nails, 60 

Which they ne're want as ready weapons 

For self-defence whatever happens. — 

When all was husht, a great divine 

Rose, Moderator for the time. 

And very wide his mouth did ope, 65 

At ev^ry word flew out a drope. 

< Brethren, who represent the SLirk,' 

Quoth he, < we're met here for the work 

* Of planting, diging, and of sowing ; 

* Of prunning, plucking vp, and mowing ; 70 

* For ev*ry one of yow does ken 

* That we^e spirituall husbandmen 

* And shepherds.' Thus when he had said. 
He humm'd a while, and then he prayed. 

Lest superstitiohe they committ, 7^ 

Each chose the postmre he thought fitt, 
(For Presbyterians scoff and scorn 
At prayeing in a decent form :) 
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Some fitoody some sat, some laid ther heads 

Upon ther nigfabomrs shoulder Uades ; 80 

Some bow'd ther bodies down, but some 

Did lean them on ther nighbours bum. 

Noe painter could draw the griipmaces 

That appeared in ther faces : 

Some gasp't, some star'd, some visage wrang^ 85 

Some look't as they had smelled dung ; 

Some winkti some others I did see 

That gim'd and tum'd up white of ee. 

Like those who have convulsion fits^ 

Or are deprived of their wits. 90 

Tet all these postures did agree 

Exactly in deformitie. 

Extemporarie prayer ended. 

Without Atnen^ ^r that's condemned 

Be all the Presbyterian rable 95 

As a vain superstitious bable. 

Then up the Moderator rose, 

StreakM his fore head, and wrung his nose, 

And up a litle pull'd his breeches. 

And bray'd out these following speeches. 100 

Brethren,' said he, ' ye all know well 

What latelie Mr. Hugh befeU, 

Betwixt the Cross and Fountain Well ; 

Since that he hes been alwayes ill 

Of head and heart, and is so still : 105 

Therefor he made me his depot 

The Assemblie to constitute. 

Hierefor, with diligence and speed. 

Unto election let's proceed.* 
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With him the Brethren all agree, 110 

And for the place they named three. 

But after due deliberatione 

Two unfit were for the station, 

Because they were for moderation ; 

(This is a most Malignant devill 1 15 

That to the Whiggs does mikle evill.) 

The third was only foimd of merite, 

"Who double portion . did • inherite 

Of the last Moderator's spirit 

As to his zeall, but had no wit^ ISO 

As the old fox, to manage it : 

For, in a word, he was a squyre 

Composed all of earth and fire, 

Wher one did s6 with the other jarr, 

Hiat they kept up a constant war, 125 

He was as stout as ever Mars, 

And scorned still to turn his — 

Except to Bishops, which he did: 

For fear of bidding them God speed. 

These qualities were very good, 180 

Since nothing was designed but blood 

And war with Dragon and his broodi 

The Assemblie thus constitute. 

And form'd in a politique brute. 

Or body, (call it as you will, 135 

It's ay the very same thing still) ; 

And that it may the better fare 

With them, they fall again to pray'r; 

Some old Malignants have obserr'd, 

Whigs fi-om this practice never swerv'd, 140 
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When they are bent on mischeife most. 

They still invok the Holy Ghost, 

And seldom miss to keep a fast, 

When curats they design a cast. 

Pray'r being done, the Moderator 145 

Rose up and spake like a Dictatorc ; 

But first he haugh'd, and then he spitt. 

And fore-head rub'd to rouse his witt ; 

He hummed, he belch'd, and round he stair'd, 

Sometymes he gim'd, and sometymes glair'd ; 150 

Then out he spewed these following words, 

(As men in Iliack passion turds) :— - 

Brethren of Scotland's kirk, the scum. 

Or cream, which is the same with some ; — 

And least ye think that I am teoming, 155 

The country people in a morning. 

When from the milk they take the fatt. 

They call it scum, or cream, or bratt ; 

But scum, according to the letter, 

Fitts the Assemblie meikle better ; 1 60 

Cream fitter is for saucie curats. 

And ther insulting Lords the prelats. 

Who will be called of men. Rabbi : 

Such titles are not worth a babie. 

Our partie ne'er car'd for a name, 165 

Let us be scum, and them be creame. 

Let us now seriouslie consider. 

For what end we are met together. 

Tst not to cleanse our Mother Kirk, 

From superstition's handy work I70 
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Of Babell'e buildevs^ mbsme invevtiomu 
Hath bred amongrt usiflad'^MseeosioDA? 
For all men know^ tiiati«re wrt; mad» : . i/ ' 
They to the testimonies! add' 
The Paternoster and.the Cireedt - 175 

With other Babjdckniah weed, . 
Which Bishops hither le^roiii^ from Borne— 
< Glor to the Fatbeir.aiid the Son/' : 
Which, yet, I think nptm ynfitting, , . 

Providing th«y would 48ing it-Kitting : IHO 

Or I could eas'lie bear with .those 
Who are content to sing^t in prose, 
(F.or Fm sure natfaer Paul'WQr Peter» . . « 
Can quarrell o^ht here; but ^e meeter) ;^ - 
Bat that's enough to pf oy 9 the^ libeU, .:,:;> 185 
Because it's addii]^.^ the3ijt>l^ 
And Fm perswaded noe diYine 
Does think that book mw i^rit ii^.r^yme. , / * 
Now for the Creed : all mm will.gFWf; ;, j * 
It mentions not the Coyenant , , 190 

In formall words, though, op. tfei^ matter, . 
It's ther what'ere Malignaqtft f^ter, : .: ., c. * 
Which for to provje is noe lifird wark» . c 
For noe man can the C^Mick Wrk, ... /^ - 
Except the Presbyterian, call* . 195 

Which is the mother of us alL 
^1 hope non hears me, that's so duU 
To think that I Pope Pius bull , 
Do justifie, whicihfihimg'dthQjuatwe' . jti * 
O' the Creed, and inakfis'ti SlWth^lf <arp»fi«r» J 200 
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For we doe add but one poor jott. 
Which by the Apostles was foigot. 
Which is of our own invention^-* 
But I am sure was their intention. 
In this sense we're content to use it» 
Tho' other wayes they do abuse it 
Besides, no gospell nor epistles 
Sayes it was made by the apostles : 
We find it not in text exprest, 
(Who think the contrar doe but guess't). 
What may be said to Paternoster, 
I do refer to Thomas Foster, 
Who said it when he was a curat, 
But since that time pay'd dearlie for it. 
Of brinish tears he wept a river, 
(Far better he had said it never) ; 
Tm confident the highest paine 
Will never make him say't againe. 
For further clearing, if ye please, 
Let us consult the Laird of Braes, 
Who is a man for this contest. 
Justly esteem'd amongst the best.' 
Up stood the Laird, and wray'd his iace, 
As he had been to say a grace ; 
Quoth he, * That matter I have ended 
* Soe weel, it never can be mended, 
< As all may see into a tryce, 
' Writ in a Leter to John Bryce, 

* In answer to one that he sent me, 

* But he far better had miskent me. 
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< One day the poor deluded wretch 

* To Culross came to hear me preatch, 

< And was offended at the sajnng 

< I had against that form of praying ; 

* Though I did prave from holy writ, 835 

< Th' apostles never used it 

* In the New Testament ; tho' this proof 

* Be negatiye, it is a truth, 

* And many weightie poynte It clears : 

< Hence infiuits, not yet come to years 240 
' Of Reason, are by us baptized, 

* Though they were never catechiz'd. 

< Malignants, from this argument, 

* Will swear I wrong the Sacrament 

< Of baptism, since tier's noe records 245 

< In sacred writ, this form of words 

' Injoyn'd was, .or us'd by th' apostles, 
' Either in Gospells or Epistles-^ 

< That's nothing — tho' we do not find it, 

* I'm very sure they all did mind it. 250 

* My second argument is like this, 

< And a compleat apodyxis 

< Against this prayer, for few a frame 

< Are in, that's fitt to say the same. 

* What man can say, that for his part, ^5 

* He pardons all men from his heart ? 

* And, on that score, of God ask pardon, 

< Without which all's not worth a farden.; 

* No mortall wight soe little sense hes, 

* As think we can forgive ih' offences, 260 
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< Done by the carats and tber peers 

* To us, these nyne and twiotie years. 

< The Bishops on the other side, 

* So full of malice and of pride, 

< That non of them, so long's they live, 265 

* Will Presbyterians e're forgive : 

< Soe neither we, nor that proud partie, 

* Can for that form be ever heartie. 

* The other reasons youll find better, 

* At your oun leasure, in my Letter." 270 
When he had made this noble speech. 

He just sat down upon his breech. 

Then up the Moderator rose, 

And with his finger wypt his nose. 

And deans'd his finger on his sleeve, 9^5 

And hearty thanks to Braes did give. 

(Let non the moderator blame. 

And cry, Fy ! on the carle — ^for shame ! 

This derogats not from his name ; 

For ther is noe express command 280 

'Gainst wyping noses with the hand ; 

From hence we very clearlie see 

He us'd his christian libertie). 

When he had paus'd a while for breath, 

He did his trustie tongue unsheath, 285 

Which with great care he. kept from rust-— 

It was a blade that he could trust ; 

Quoth he < Ther is another trick, 

* For which the bishops should be kick% 

* Which is a practice very odd, 2yo 

* The reading of the word of God 
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Befor the minister came in, 

Whidi, tho' it be not down right sin, 

Yet any man of meanest sense 

May see the dang'rous ooosequenoe, 295 

For there is nothing more oonfoundin^i 

Then read the Word without expounding : 

And non must touch its utmost borders, 

Except he be in hdy wders : 

For I am able to make good, 300 

That hence sprai^ Cameronian brood, 

With t* other spaun they call Sweet Singers ; 

Both like to give us on the fingers. 

These wretches have us sadly vext, 

By medling too much with the text : 905 

Who never had the patience 

To wait till we had giv'n the sense ; 

Which had they done, they ne*re had wandred 

From us ; for which we have been slandred/ 

Thus haveing said, they all applaud 310 

The speaker, and give him due laud. 

Up suddenly another started ; 

They, who sat nearest, swore he — — : 

But that's noe cryme, for whigs agree, 

Where're they are, f— ts should goe fi«e, 315 

For against all men I'll defend 

It's rifting at the other end. 

• Brethren,' said he, • ye spend miuch talk, 
^ In proveing that it is a fiiult 

« To use the Lord's Pray'r and the Creed, 320 

* And in the church the Word to read, 
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< The least lay elder here does ken 

* That we do all these things condemn, 

* And that's enough to honest men. 

* We're mete here for another thing, 3^5 
^ To witt, a Letter from the king 

* In favour of these curate rogues, 

< A company of greedy doggs 

< That cannot bark, yet when they're prickt, 

* They curse and swear, and fling and kick, 330 

< And bite like serpents, or Old Nick. 

^ They are soe bold, presumptuous sinners, 

< They'll sell the gospell for ther dinners : 

* Who never durst in pray'rs or graces, 

* Reprove the people to ther faces, 335 

* Tho' its well known we spared non, 

* From the vile dunghill to the thron. 
' Tea to partic'lars have recourse, 

* And ye shall know that some of ours, 

* Who were so little flatterours, 340 

< That in long graces after meat, 

* Did both the laird and lady check ; — 

< The laird, perchance, for speaking baudie, 

* The lady for apparell gaudie, — 

* For it's a shame to see ther hair, 345 

< With cockups touring in the air, 

< And skim'ririg with top and top-gallon, 

< Just like the Bass, or like Tamtallon, 

< Tet non of them but has a leek, 

* If they were searched under deck ; 350 

< Which some aver was latelie said 

* By a goodman who preach'd and pray'd. 
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Let noQ accuse this long degression, 
I stirred was by zeallous passion. 
Soe on a simday Semple's wife 355 

Fell with her servant maid in strife, 
For patting on her head dean linning. 
Which, I believe, was her own spinning.— 
Though I digress the second time, 
It's noe fault in a good diyine, 360 

For we're not tyed with the cords 
Of human methods, like these lords. 
The saucie bishops, and the curats, 
Who speak but from the teeth like parrats : 
That speech which comes not from the heart, 365 
We never yet thought worth a f— 4.— 
But, to retume to my discourse. 
These villans waxed worse and worse ; 
Ther consciences were never loath 
To swallow down the blackest oath : 370 

Supremacie and Dedaration, 
And Test, the curse of this poor nation, 
They took with this reservation, 
That if the government dispense 
With them it frees the consdence. 37^ 

To keep an oath in noe man's power is. 
Except that he be wiJurU. 
This is the doctrine they do preach 
Li pulpit, and in private teach. 
AH oaths and tyes they value not— 380 

What can secure them, but a rope ! 

c 
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< Therefor these rogues will never grant 

* To take the League and C!oyenant, 

* Because noe power can dispence 

' With it, and free the conscience. 385 

* For the same is the obligation, 

* Upon the fiither and the son, 

< And tho* Malignants wiU not grant it 

< That we're all bom covenantit, 

* Our children's children, and soe on, 390 

* To every generatione, 

^ Till sun and moon shall noe more shyne, 
' And that is to the end of time, 
' This sacred band it doth us tye 

< To deny the right of Prelacie, 395 

< Which is more to reformation 

< Of this and our nighbour nation, 

* And even as far as we can win, 

< If it were to the gates of Rome. 

* But the last time we play'd such pranks, 400 

< We gat the devill to our thanks, 

* Our bretheiing did invade our land, 

* And rule our Kirk with mighty band ; 

* For non are ignorant what a trick 

« Was put vpon us by Old Nick, 405 

< The Lord Protector, who abus'd us, 

* And worse than very doges he us'd us ; 
' He our Assemblies then did break, 

< And threatened noe less to our neck, 

* When he discharged, on highest pain, 410 
' Without his leave, to meet again. 
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Such is ther wayes, and for ther faith. 

They've gone astray from the right paith ; 

In principles of Arminians, 

Cassandrians and Socinians, 415 

They do maintaine a deal of things 

Too fitYOurable for all kings : — 

That, vnder God, they are sapream. 

That non may touch ther diadem. 

But all to ther commands must bow, 4A0 

And non dare say* what doest thou ? 

That fighting both and selfe defence 

Are equallie against conscience. 

When ever we make vse of either. 

Against our country's lawful fiither. 425 

This they profess, though I dare swear. 

In this poynt they are not sincere. 

For I durst hazard ten to one. 

They have some reservation ; 

For they crfd up the ab'slute power 4S0 

While it ther livings did secure. 

But when king James trod on ther toes. 

They tum'd from friends to be his foes. 

'Gainst his commands they kickt and flung. 

Like madmen by Tarantull stung ; 4S5 

And for the cure could find noe physick. 

Till they heard play King William's muaick. 

Which did these firy serpents charm. 

That they the kirk might no more harm. 

And yet for all this kindness, they 440 

At last will also him betray. 
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Which makes me think all, for my part, 

Are presbyterians at heart. 

And will make vse of selfe defence 

Against oppressing violence. 445 

Let noe Malignant here pretend. 

That we by self defence offend. 

For all men that have common sense. 

Know non defends without offence : 

And though they call us fools and blind, 450 

They cannot call us knaves. Our mind 

Is still the same, and ay shall be. 

As lang as there is land or sea. 

Our sentiments we ne're disguised. 

Though some said we were ill advis'd, 455 

P accept King James's Toleration 

To set vp the abomination, 

And bring in idols to the nation. 

And not one word 'gainst pop'rie say, 

But heartily for him to pray. 460 

In all this we did not di^isQ, 

But only prudent were, and wise. 

(And prudent men may hold ther toung 

In evill timen, or els9 sing dumb. 

As viols when they are not strung.) 465 

I know some Cameroniau rogues 

Say, we for this deserve the joggs, 

Because we did homologate 

The ahipliite power o'er Kirk and State, 

But let them clatter what they please, 470 

There is a time, to hold our peace ; 
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Which dear is from Ecdesiantes, 

And from my argument full fast is. 

Another" fault Malignants had. 

Was that for Bishops they were mad, VJS 

Whose govemoient ne're in this nation 

Was found the people's inclination* 

Yet southern winds bath blown the seed 

Of that foull plants call'd Bishop's weed, 

'Mongst us of late, and gard'ners know, 480 

Wher ere it falls, it well does grow, 

And the nigbbourii^ ground overflow. 

We England thought to have reformed, 

But now these hounds the chase have turned. 

And all our Kirk hath quite deform'd. 485 

Some are soe bold, that with bare faces, 

They use set formes in ]»ay'rs and graces. 

And Amen to the service say. 

In conyeiitickles when they pray» 

How sad it is to see th' i^jHuions 490 

Sprung up ci late in these dominions : 

That all may see I am noe cheat, 

A few of these I must repeat. 

That men hath in them a free will 

To doe good, and abstein from ill ; 495 

Which they pretend from texts express 

To prove, tho' it's but a meer guess. 

And which, in faith, is greater hault, 

That we are damn'd by our own &ult. 

And so endeavour to explode 500 

The absolute d^ecrees of God^ 
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^ On which is grounded our Salyatioiiy 

* Electione and Reprobatione. 

Item. • Lykwayes, they publickly maintem 

' That privat sacraments are noe sin. 505 

* So that in houses when they list, 

< Both Baptism and the Eucharist 

* They administer ; and, what is worsei 

* They'le goe some myles on foot or horse 

* To christen bairns, which is pop'rie, 510 

* And downright superstitious fop'rie, 

< Since to a child it's noe great want 

* To die without the sacrament ; 

* For we ne*re judg'd it good to be 

* Necessitate medij ; 5 15 
' But only 'cause it was commanded, 

* How ever Bishops vnderstand it. 

Item. < Again they doe pervert the Scripture, 

* For, without Sermon, or a Lecture, 

* They christen ; though our Sav'our did teach, 520 

* At the same time baptize and preach, 
' What God has join'd, let non divide, 

< Or put assunder what he's ty'd. 
^ This is a great aboitiinatione, 

< And down right spirituall fumication. 525 
Item. • They bald that Sunday is a feast, 

* Though all that day we scarce e're taste . 
« A bite of meat till night, and then 

* It's no great fault our gutts to ci-am, 

< For we, that all the day have past 530 
« In sadness, and keept as a fast. 
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< Except from drink, and Hquidum 

< Nunquam solvit jefunium^ 

< May very weeH, without offence, 

' Or wounding of the conscience, 535 

* At night repare this house of clay, 

* And dung it on a holy day.— 

' (Excuse the word, by demonstratione 
^ It's clear that eating's stercoratione). 
Item. * And more, at which our bowells frys, 540 

< At Christmass they hold geese and pyes 

* Are lawfiill meat : Once ev'rie year. 
Item. ' The thirtie day of Januar 

< They celebrat for a dead King, 

* Which is a superstitious thing : 545 

* Most of the day they spend in ryot, 

* And yet, the fooles get nothing by it 

* And we, for all the CJouncell's threats, 

< On that day neather pray nor preach, 

* (Except it be our ordinarie,) 550 

< By which we doe the state carberrie i 

< Nor will wear mourning cloaths or doks, 
' Though they should put us in the stocks. 

* For why should we lament the fall 

' Of one who was Episcopall ? 555 

* We'll keep noe holy days on earth, 

* But Sunday, and George Heriot's birth, 

* For reasons known vnto ourself— - 
^ The Curats swear it is for pelf. 

1MB. * Now as for learning, they'r but blocks, 560 

* And neither Calvin read, nor Slnox, 

* Nor any man that's orthodox. 
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For doted Davie's holy physick» 

IVhich cures the spirituall phthysick. 

They call but muntibanks' receipts 565 

Which 'mongst phisitians are but cheats. 

They pryze noe more than children's whistles 

All Mr. Rutherford's Epistles, 

Which they are pleas'd to call Romances, 

Enthusiastick, brainsick fancies, 570 

And swear that he stole many of these 

From a she saint that's call'd Therese. 

They laugh at drinking pynts of ale ; 

Fersieing of the horses taile, 

And other places which they wreast, 575 

Because they want spirituall taste. 

Yea, the cheife honour of our nation, 

James Durhame on the Revelation, 

They value not, but in his stead 

Doe read the Dreams of Joseph Meed. 580 

Though he believed it is clear 

That Sants shall reign a thousand year. 

And for all that we doe or say, 

They'le ne're read Mr. Andrew Gray j 

But say his mjrstery opened up 585 

Should ne're be open'd but lye shut. 

A great deale of ther time they pass 

In stiideing heathen languages. 

As Greek and Latine, and such stuff, 

To ministers not worth a snuff. 590 

The highest that ther sermons flie 

Is but a dry moralitie : 
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Nathing of faith in them is found. 

Except to tell us that the ground 

On which we should our actions bottom, 600 

And without which they are but rotten, 

And few of them can understand. 

How it's one instrument or hand* 

And, which is contrarie to sence, 

They hold sincere obedience 605 

To Gospell precepts does us save. 

Which non will say, but fooU or knave : 

So at the bottome they are papists, 

Socinians and wicked atheists. 

If all these things ye join in one, 6X0 

Who can think on communion 

With such erronious, sland'rous fellows. 

Who ev'ry one deserves the gallows. 

Let us ne'er on that matter think 

This flee will make our oyntment stink. 615 

I know there are some here content 

To take them in if they repent. 

What e'er repentence they pretend, 

Ther lives and manners they'le ne're mend. 

And being forc'd against ther will, 6S0 

They'le hold ther first oppinion still." 
Which haveing said, he took his seat. 
And pray'd the rest ther minds to speak. 
Then up ther rose a skabbie fellow. 
His beard besmeared with grease and tallow, 625 
And here and ther a yellow spat. 
Which jErom a good sack caudle drapt. 
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He yawn'd, and then he tum'd hk rear 
Unto the ELing's CJommissioner. 
This is the postore they chose still 
To show he's there against ther will. 
He under's arm then threw his cloak. 
His mouth he open'd, and then spok ; 
For it's an everlasting truth, 
No man e're spake with a dose mouth«— 
Brethren, quoth he, I scarce can add 
To what the Moderator said ; 
I9 free of malice, wrath, and spyte, 
Will to this treasure add ray myte. 
What hes been said all men must grant. 
That ever tooke the Ctovenant, 
And all these who did never take it, 
If they say other wayes, they break it ; 
For each part of that solemn oath 
Doth equally obledge them both: 
Which any man at large may see 
In the book call'd Ju&populu 
I think no man of a sound brain 
Pretends to make one of these twain, 
Episcopalls and Presbytrie, 
No more than join the earth and sky. 
Or make the Pope of Rome consent 
To swear the League and Clovenant ; 
Or Presbyterians to believe 
They under monarchic can thrive : 
For a true Presbyterian king 
Upon the earth was never seen. 



630 



635 



640 



645 



650 



655 



A HOLY CONVOCATION. 27 

We thought King Willie had been such. 

In which we were deceived much. 

Or make a Papist think that Christ 66O 

Is not produced by the Preist» 

When he does give the Eucharist } 

When in imbroyd'red vest of satine. 

He mumbles o're four words of Latine ; 

Or make the Churdi of England grant, 665 

That Presbyterian goverment 

Was e're our Saviour's intention. 

But only Calvin's own invention j 

Or Englishmen be of opinion, 

That French at sea shall have dominion,— 67O 

That ther kikshoes, and sidyk baggage. 

Is better meat than beef and cabbage,-— 

That ane of thers will not beat ten 

Of any other country mo:!,— 

That it's not safer by fist and words 675 

To end the strife, than by sharp swords i 

Or make a Cameronian pray 

For any king not of his way. 

When all these things fuUfiU'd I see. 

Then with the Bishops we'll agree. 680 

I say, no union is at all 

Betwixt the Dragon and Michaell, 

And nothing can affection breed 

Betwixt the serpent and woman's seed. 

To reconcile these contradictions 685 

Is idle fancies, and wild fictions. 
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And properlie nonentities. 

And metaphisick quiddities, 

Which have ther heing 'yond the pole 

Where pure n^atione does rule. 

I know some atiieists do aver, 

That churchmen are like vin^ar 

And oyle, that ne're will joyn in one 

Till soundly beat, and then His done. 

But they're mistaken, tho' our brains 

They should beat out, they'l lose ther pains. 

Let all beware to play such pranks 

It's dang'rous middling with the Saints. 
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Allow me. Muse, to change my verse 
Till I one story do reherse. 
Which well deserves another rhyme, • 
rie serve thee more another time. 
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There was a silent member, whose sweet frame 
Disposed to peace ; his breast no firie flame 
Had ever scorcht. He alwayes was for love : 705 
His soull was fill'd with meekness of the dove. 
' Brethren,' said he, < you all know by the Word, 

< When great Elijah was to meet the Lord, 

^ First came a thunder, then a mighty wind, 

< And nixt a fire ; but Grod he did not find 710 
' In these : at last, a still voice he did hear, 

< And there the gi*eat Jehovah did appear ! 

* Hence we may learn that when the Grod of Love 

* Comes down to visit mortalls from above. 
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It's with the meek and lowly soull he dwells^ 715 

Where noe proud waves of stormie passions swells. 

He stayes these winds ; his presence still does keep 

Ane everlasting calm upon the deep. 

How comlie is% and pleasant for to see 

Brethren together dwell in onitie. 720 

It's like the sacred oile that down did flow 

From Aaron's beard, and to his garments goe. 

Our master said, before that he was gon 

To take possession of his heavenly thron, 

I do you to this precept recommend, 725 

That ye love one another to the end. 

The divine Paull, who did the Gentiles bring 

To swear alleadgence to our heavenly king. 

And made the Cross triumph above the Crown, 

And all the heathen idoUs tumbled down, 730 

Of all his sermons, this was the intent. 

This virtue he extolPd where'ere he went. 

How often in his writings doe we find. 

That he exhorts us all to have one mind. 

And not to harbour malace or despite, ^35 

And, like mad dc^s, thus one another bite ; 

That we should rather have a tender care. 

And strive each one his brother to forbear. 

For the divine Apostle well did know 

That ther's noe perfection here below. 740 

Let us desire to see that blessed day 

When lambs and lyons shall together play ; 

Then peace shall reign, and non shall cause discord 

In all the holy mountain of the Lord ; 
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* And sorely nothing more becomes the station 745 

* Of churchmen, then an holy Moderation.' 

Whilst he this modest speech was makeing. 
Some were giming, some were gaping ; 
Some gnash'd their teeth, and some did darte 
Ther firie looks out through his heart ; 750 

And all ^d take him for a maddman. 
That had broke louss, and come from Bedlam* 
And up they rais'd a shout and hallow. 
And cr/d ' Away with this madd fellow. 

He's for that devill Moderation, 755 

The blackest one in all this nation, 

(Lord, lead us not into tentation) : 

He is a scriech owle, bird of night, 

Who loves the darkness, hates the light : 

He is a papist in disguise, 76O 

Designes to make a sacrifice 

Of this Assemblie to the Pope, 

And is on Doctor Oats his plot. 

If we but jaeld in this one jott. 

Our goverment's not worth a groat.* 765 

Midst this confusion, with loud voice. 
One cry'd < Let's pray to drown the noise ;' 
Which was well thought on, for in prayer 
They ay cry soe loud they rent the air, 
Soe that ther voice does far outstrip 770 

The basse of oi^n or bagpipe. 
This done, then said a bardie fellow— 
< I do adjourn you till to morrow.' 
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When the nixt mom began to peep, 

And sun from's wat'ry bed did creep, 775 

Together came againe the sheep ; 

(For non but dull Malignant sots. 

Did ever say that they were goats.) 

Then Phoebus mounted on his carr, 

Did laugh to see the holy war, 78O 

But durst not very much appear. 

Lest they his face with dirt besmear. 

And spoill the season of the year. 

For he alone of all the Gods 

Is constantly with them at odds, 78^ 

Because ther musick and ther verse. 

Does roughlie grate his asses ears ; 

Which non but they did ey'r think weel, 

£xcept King Saull's phanatick deill. 

Who had this mark, all men must grant, 790 

Of a true Presbyterian sant : 

For harmonic does spoill devotione, 

As poyson does a physick potion. 

They hate that each should hold apart. 

For concord stealls away the heart, 795 

As once said a phanatick sant, 

IVhose name was Mr. Andrew Cant } 

Though David brought it to the temple. 

It was condemned by John Semple, 

Who was a Presbyterian keen, 80Q 

His head was like a turkie-bean. 

Which had a great deall of wit about it, 

Little within, but much without it. 
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Ther harmonie is all divine. 
Which keepeth neither tune nor time, 
And all the naeasure they do beat. 
Is with a hum, a cough, a spitt. 
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Now, one would think sweet sleep and ease 
Had near disposed ther minds to peace ; 
But they're mistaken : Tho' repose 810 

Does wise men's brains and minds compose, 
Tet mad men after it are worse. 
It only does recruit ther force. 
The thing is dear. — The last daye's scene 
Was represented o're againe. 815 

For scarce the pray'r was weell ended 
When a fire spark from's breech up bended : 
Quoth he, ^ Wher is that beast of pray, 

That roared here the other day ? 

That wolfe dress'd up in a sheep's skin, 820 

That antichrist, that man of sin. 

That's fair without, but fouU within. 

He's for the church of Laodicess, 

And soe not for the Laird of Braes. 

Let us e'en put it to a vote, 8^ 

If he be Antichrist, or not ? 

If he be not the very man, 

Vm sure he smelleth of the pan : 

As one said of a certain derk. 

That to the offering gave a mark. 8S0 

For by the temper of his spirit, 

I doe suspect he is for merit. 
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He more extolletb chaiitie 

Then any of the Graces three. 

This goodman, knowing ther intent, 835 

Did warrily himselfe absent : 

He thought noe christian divine 

Was bound to throw a pearle to swine, 

Least they it trample vnder foot. 

And tear the thrower to the boot* 840 

Yet he had left behind a brother 

Of the same mind who was another. 

Who, slowlie riseing from his seat. 

Thus gendie vnto them did speak. 

Allow me. Muse, the second time 845 

To change this rugged sort of rhyme. 

' Brethren^' said he, * if we ourselves would prove 

< True disciples of the great God above, 

< Joyn wisdom to the meeknes of the dove ; 

< That wisdom from above, that divine light, 850 
« DispeDs the gloomy clouds of sable night. 

* And it's bright ^lendour darknes drives away, 

* And gives the world ane everlasting day. 

* And where this sacred fire does e're prevaill, 

< It makes no flame but of a holy zeall, 855 

* And tender love, whidht frozen breasts doth thaw, 

< That will which is fullfilling of the law. 

* This is the badge which we are bound to wear, 

< If we our Saviour^s true disciples are. 

E 
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Let's imitat our father all divine^ 860 

Who makes his sun on good and bad to shine, 
And kindly showrs of gentle raine to fell 
Vpon the innocent and criminall. 
With open arms our brethren lets embrace, 
Lef s banish war, and follow after peace, 865 
And with pure hearts and minds united be, 
Li ther essentialls wher we all agree. 
Another vnion is but sought in vain, 
Li all we'll ne'er agree while wb are men. 
For sad eicperience daylie lets us see 870 

That saints in all things never did agree.' 



While he tiius spake ^th gentle voioe, 
There was a murmur and a noise 
In the Assemblie, with a ton 
Low and confus'd^ like bumming dron ; 875 

Dr, to come nearer to the matter. 
Just like the noyse of running water. 
When it descends from mountain tops, 
And falls among the n^ed rocks,— 
' With this mad fellow, fy, away!' 880 

Some cry'd, ^ What would this babbler say? 
^ He alsoe is for Masd and Mattins/ 
Saint Paull was just soe serv'd at Athens, 
When he did preadi vpon Mars hill. 
He would not bow to stubborn will 885 

Of his hearers ; and for his paines 
They had almost beat out his braines. 
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And was call'd idiot and foolU 

By those of Epicurus schooll. 

At last vprose a noble lord^ 890 

Whose mighty deeds are on record, 

Whom Presbyterians justly call 

Ther Hector, or ther Haoniball ; 

And all men in ther wits will grant. 

He's Hector of the Covenant. 895 

A blockhead, and a mighty droU, 

Whom, in broad Scots, we call a foole. 

Non fitter was for the great work. 

To plant and puige our andent kirk } 

Pluck up by root the biflbop^ weed, 900 

The curatts, and sow a new seed. 

He planting vndenrtood soe wdl. 

That cabbage stocks he made to swell, 

And grow with such prodigious force. 

That a battallion of horse 905 

They shelter might from raine and snow, 

Whateyer way the wind did blow. 

For the good cause he was soe zeailous. 

He hated taverns and the ale house, 

And coffie houses to the boot; . 910 

Which liquor is not worth a root. 

For it's destructive to the nation, 

Ane enemy to copulation. 

No liquor he thinks worth a plack. 

Except weell muU'd canary sack ; 915 

Whidi is the liquor of the partie, 

When they designe e'er to be heartie. 
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It serves them both for meat and drink, 

And makes them both f— t loud and stink ; 

JE^r all the tribe count it a murther, 9S0 

A harmles f— t to crush and smuither, 

But think they're bound to give't &ir play. 

Be it on week or holy day. 

His head was likQ an empty cup, 

It wanted braines to fill it up, 925 

In shape just like a filbert nut ; 

But was of a much larger sizey 

Tho' it was big he was not wisie* 
Brethren/ said he^ ' tho'' I prefer 
The oppinion of a presbyter, 930 

To any layman's, for ther mission. 
Which quakers do despise and pish on. 
And call them mercenary tlHn^, 
To preach for punk, and pray for kings, 
It makes them other kind of men, 935 

As all that's leam'd do right well ken. 
For they alone can justly host 
They are knights of the Holy Ghost. 
We are but squires, and get no honour. 
But fighting Inravely under banner i 940 

Yet squures of old advice did give. 
When firom ther masters they had leave ; 
So famous Quixot of Lamancha, 
Sometimes ask'd advice of Pancha, 
Which often prov'd a great deall better 94f5 

Than his master's in the matter. 
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But ere this matter I let pass, 

I must remind you of the ass. 

On which the prophet Balaam rod, 

As good a beast as ever trod 9^0 

On iron, tho' she was ne're shod ; 

Which I could prove, if I had time, 

'Gainst any 'piscopall divine. 

By words she did her silence break. 

And madnes of the prophet check, 955 

And, in his face, did take the leave 

To tell him that he was a knave. 

Noe greater honour I desyre. 

Then to be either ass or squire. 

Tea, Vm content to be them both, 960 

Provideing it be for the truth. 

And that I in my generation 

May carry on the reformation 

In this, and in our nighbour nation. 

And, therfor, I do b^ the leave 965 

To call him, that spoke last, a knave. 

Altho' in some sense he may pass 

For prophet, and I for his ass, 

I value not his holy orders. 

When once he goes beyond the borders : 970 

The greatest minister of all 

Bfay both mistake, and get a fall. 

All that at present hear me, know 

I understand to plant and sow. 

And as well to pluck up and prune, 97^ 

As any in country or in toune. 
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* Now rie proTe by similitud, 

* The brother's reasons are not good, 

* Which any man may clearly see, 

* Who Idrk compares nnto a tree : 

* For, as in trees, tho' fresh and fair, 

* And cultivate by greatest care, 

* Some rotten twigs are here and there, 

* That most be lopt off, and no cure 

* Except this can the tree secure. 

< So all true presbyterian whigs 

^ Know that the curats are these twigs, 

* Whose putre&ction is grown such, 

< They must be cut to save the church. 

* I leamM at school, when I was young, 

* A privaiiane ad habUum^ 

< There's noe r^;ress ; soe all may see, 

< This is the way to save the tree, 

< And hinder it for to ccnrupt, 

< And they will need no more to cut 

* The same thing every body sees 

^ In pears and apples, prunes and cheese, 

< Which sometimes doe contract corruption 

* That nothing e're can cure but section/ 
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This said, he sat down on his bum, 1000 

Which made a noise like to a drum. 
Nixt started up a hasty squire. 
His countinance was fidl of ire. 
His eyes did dart out flamea of fire# ' 
One of the fiercest of them all» 1005 

Whose stobbom knee ne're bow'd to Baal, 
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Except when infrest did him force. 

For which he's ne'er a whit the worse ; 

To catch a fall is noe great shame, 

But he that lyeth still's to blame* 1010 

He was a squire to a wise knight. 

Who, in dark persecution's night. 

In publick ne're did preach or pray. 

Either on week or holy day. 

Thus, by wise silence, he did 'scape, 1015 

And sav'd his carcas and estate. 

And by that wile did miss the rape. 

By help of one who is, in conscience, 

A whig, and penn'd the Remonstrance. 

His name Fie tell another tjrme, 1020 

When i get greater store of rhyme. 

Which for his name is Tery scarce. 

Because it lyes so near his ap— 

But to return now to the squire^ 

Whose countenance was ftiU of fire. 1025 

He had a Iface was always red. 

Both when he rose and went to bed ; 

Which rednes came fix)m firie zeall. 

And not from brandie, sack, or ale : 

Whence all may learn that by the face, lOSO 

Non can perceive a man of grace. 

Of trade he was a musqueteer. 

That kneePd and fired in the rear. 

fiSs father Miller was of Keir, 

Descended of M'Gr^or's clan, 10S5 

But reason had to dhange his name. 
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He has a son shap'd like a mumper ; 

His wife, of brandie, likes a hamper, 

And is a very foulsome creatore. 

Of harh'rous name, and harb'roos nature. 1040 

Quoth he, * My Lord hath clearly shown. 

That curat weeds must be cut down. 

For Bishops are already sent 

A packing by the Parliament, 

As roten twigs. Now, I will show, 1045 

For churche's good, it must be soe. 

By best similitud of all, 

Ta'ne from the body naturall ; 

For I can prove there is noe plaister 

Can cure a member of it's fester 1050 

And gangren j nought will doe the tume. 

Except we either cut or bume. 

Which does ane argument afford. 

That ther's noe way but fire and sword, 

To save the church of this poor nation, 1055 

And purge out all abomination. 

If we of them but leave a stump, 

'Twill quickly leven all the lump. 

Soe, as in the land of Canaan, 

It was a fault to leave a man, 1060 

They should have cut off great and small, 

IThe males that piss't against the wall. 

When this is done, then we are sure. 

Our government will be secure. 

Most of the females of our partie 1065 

Are very forward and right heartie. 
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The carats sweare they're on our side, 

Either from vaDitie or pride. 

Or make attonment for some sin 

They formerlie had fallen in, 

Because, forsooth, a pious lady, 

Who once did represent her dadie. 

Was forward for to take the Test, 

Tho' to it she was never prest ; 

As forward was to make repentance, 

And was ahsolvd without a sentence ; 

Therefor, in poynt of conscience, 

We her receiVd without oifence. 

For latelie she did kyth her zeall 

Against a sister that did fitill. 

Or fall with one who was ally'd 

Unto the Bishop, by his bryde : 

Which zeall against her she did rent 

At Preston^pans, at sacrament i 

And caused her by force be put 

From holy table as a slutt. 

She likewise had a zeallous car'age. 

In a late bussines of mar'age. 

When she a person did n^lect. 

Who had both riches and respect. 

And chose one whose 'state was meaner. 

Because his conscience was cleaner. 

And for Hie good cause ay was ready 

To fight, as he proved on a lady } 

The greatest Tone in the nation. 

Whose brother in the Convocation, 

P 
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^ 'Gainst Abdication did protest, 

' Because, forsooth, he took the Test. 

VSo's Majestic I do advise, 

* To let's alone, if he be wise, 1100 

* And not to meddle with the sants, 

* Lest from our head we shak the branks. 

* If he provoke us, we are ready 

* To serve him as we did his dadie. 

* I hope now suddenly to see 1 105 

< FulfOl'd ane ancient prophecie, 

< I from my great-grand-mother had— 
^ She had it from her great-grand-dad. 
— *< After a dreadful! storm idf snow, 

<* Then Zeyphyrus shall briskly blow 1110 

<< From quarter opposite to east^ 

** Then tumble shall the Roman beast 

*^ Saint George shall with the Dragon fiadl, 

<' And with them all the priests of Baal. 

** When northern Boar shall raise his bristles, 1115 
The Roses shall yield to the Thistles, 
And organ pipes be tum'd to whistles, 
And black gowns turned to short cloaks, 

« And surplices to ladies' smoks; 

** And cathedrals be tum'd to stables, 1 130 

<< And alters to communion tables ; 

** And both the crossier, and the crown, 

** By the same blast be blown down. 

<< Tlien let a friend goe with a foe, 

<* For tbe land fetes will have it soe.''— 1 125 
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My wife hes skilL of prophedes. 

Therefore, with her I did advise. 

She said to me it's clearly meant. 

That Presbyterian goTerment 

Ore all this Island shall prevaill, l ido 

Advanced by a western zeall. 

And throw. Episcojpade down. 

And cow the church of England's crown. 

She would not touch the other thing 

That apertaineth to the king/ 1135 

Nixt spake a fellow, who look'd odd. 
With monkie fece, and yellow bob. 
He tum'd his a— vnto thethron. 
His name was Mr. Solomon. 
Quoth he, ^ While we are on this theme, 1 140 

I do b^ leave to tell my dream : 

One night when I lay &st asleep. 

Before the day began to peep, 

Before that Sol had raisM his head 

Vp firom the &ir Aurora's bed, 1145 

E're that bright star which all things sees ; 

Had cast it's eyes on CihehTtrees, 

While I lay sweetlie by the side 

Of her who after was my bride, — 

I dreamM I saw a vii^e fair, 1 150 

That with Diana might compare. 

Or goodlie Venus in her prime. 

Her countenance was all cUvine ; 



44 A HOLY CONVOCATION. 

< Which made my Tery teeth to water, 

< For emest longing to be at her. 11^^ 

* But when I viewed ev*ry feature, 

< I said, this is noe earthly creature. 

< I nearer drew that I might know, 

* If she a woman was, or noe ; 

< For without touching we but guess 1 1 60 

< Whither a thing be fish or flesh. 

< Whill I thus thought her to accost, 

* She vanished like a fairie ghost 

< I bless'd myselfe, when, for this fair, 

* I grasped nothing but the aire. 11 65 

< By Juno such a trick was done 

* Unto unhappie Ldon. 

< Whill I was standing all agast, 

< And meditating what had past, 

* Then suddenly behind my back II70 

* A hollow voice thus to me spak.— 

*^ That woman whom you did admire, 

** And whom to know you did desire, 

*' 1b not a vii^ne of repute, 

^* But ane infamous prostitute, II 75 

** With whom the bishops of this nation 

*< Have long committed fornication : 

** And, to be plain. Pie tell you that 

** As fair's she looks, she hes a dap, 

'< And is that whore of Babell's brat— 1 180 

** The church of England ;-*whose outside 

<< Looks like a spotless vii^gin bride. 
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" But is all rottenness within, 

A stminpet of the man of sin. 

That she did qoickly disappear, 1 185 

When ever ye approached her, 
<< Does show tiiat Scotish Presbytrie^ 
<< Shall make the charch of England flee, 
*^ And vanish like the birds of night, 
<* Or spectres when they see the light : 1 190 

<* The wark already is begun, 
<* And ye shall live to see it done.'' 

* After the voice thus to me spake, 

< I tum'd myseUe, and did awake.— 

* Brethren, I know you are too wise, 1195 
' To think all dreames and prophecies 

* Are to be slighted ; for of old 

' Great things by dreames have been foretold.' 

All him aplaud, and gather hence. 
That they should stand to ther defence, 1200 

And fight against the whore of Babell, 
For on ther syde wes Western rabell. 
And dreames, and ancient prophecies. 
And ladies whom non dare despise 
Either for beautie, or for parts, 1205 

Or feellingt melting, tender hearts. 
Some of whom have a deall of witt. 
And others some have ne'er a bit 
Of sense, but only hot spun^d zeall. 
That fires them vp fix>m top to taill. 1210 
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When by these clatters and nonsense. 
They tired out the patience 
Of the Commissioner bis grace. 
For they were not disposed to peace ; 
Said he, * Ye are a troup of madmen. 
Far fitterto be sent to bedlam. 
Then for to carie on the work 
Of Reformation in the kirk ; 
Which was bis Majesties intention. 
When he indited this convention. 
Ane companie of hair brain'd fools, 
Who, just like children in the schools. 
Keep up a constant gible-gable — 
Te are not gentle men, but rable. 
And these are all the fruits we see 
Of a Flresbyterian paritie ; 
To make confusion and a noyse 
And each to drown another^s voice^ 
All speak at once what they would say,- 
Where all command non can obey. 
Ye are a stubborn generation. 
Who never yet had the discretion 
To gratifie in any thing 
Your worthy SQveraign the King. 
Noe King can ever you content, 
Except he take the Cov^oant. 
But since the busines ye n^ect. 
For which ye were blether met. 
Which was, to take your Brethren in 
Who were not scandalous or supine. 
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Not to tell stories, one by one. 

Of Robin Hood and Little John, 

And tell your idle dreames and visions, 

To keep up those sad divisions. 

That hes lliis church in pieces rent, 1245 

About a point of government 

Ne'er like to make a settlement,-* 

His majestic heth me commanded. 

That forthwith ye be all disbanded ; 

And in his name I here disband you : — 1250 

Groe pack you hence, I doe command you ; 

And doe forbid, on highest paine. 

Without his leave, to meet againe/ 



This sentence, like a dap of thunder. 
Confounded them, and made all wonder. 1255 
They, for a while, deep silence keep. 
And stair'd about like fiighten'd sheep. 
So mighty Jove with thunder thumps 
Did smite those gyants on the rumps. 
And tum'd iher taills vnto ther rigging, 1260 

When they attackt his heavenly bigging. 
And made them from ther hearts repent. 
For medling with his government. 
When the confusion was near o're. 
They, Bashan like, b^an to roar, 1265 

Against this sentence of the Kii^, 
As a most execrable thing. 
Then out the Moderator spoke» 
And gave his sentence like a Pope ; 
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(For Popes and they are of one metie» 

And both alike infalliable). — 

Said he, * In all humilitie, 
We'Ie with his Majestie comply 
In any thing that we think fitt ; 
Beyond that we'le not stir a bit. 
Nor soe much as advance one step, 
Nor for him either wynd, or hap, 
Or gallop, amble, pace, or trot. 
Or change our measures in one jot. 
King Willie needs not soe much vaunt. 
He never took the Covenant ; 
Which is the only true foundation 
That Kings doe stand on in this nation, 
As Hffnd let loose, and PeqpU^s Right, 
Doe diow to men as dear as light. 
Our right is founded on the Word, 
And wde mantaine it by the sword. 
These two and thirtie years twise told, 
We have our enemies controPd. 
Besyde we have power intrinsick, 
Deny'd by non but who are brain sick, 
To meet in our Assemblies, 
And rise againe, just as we please. 
We have made acts, with one consent. 
Repealing acts of Pailiament. 
Our power is like to that of raine. 
To freeze, and then dissolve againe ; 
Which some, the argument to diun, 
Have attributed to the sun. 
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The only power of making thaw, 
Ther reasons are not worti^ a straw, 
For we have seen a thaw b^^n 
Long after setting of the son. 
And all naturalists doe know 
That only is a kindlie thow. 
So all the pow'r the son does give, 
Is that which we call oum'lative. 
And is that very kind of thing, 
Whidi we have from an earthly king. 
So If by this inherent right, 
A new Assemblie do indite 
To meet in Augost nyntie three. 
To which, I hope, you all agree/ 
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Then with loud shouts they rent the air. 

And all cry^d out, ' Adhere ! adhere ! 1315 

We will stand to it, ther*s noe fear ; 

This threat'ning is not worth a snuff. 

It's of a haggise the first puff. 

Which noe stout hearted man alarms, 

But only frightens fools and bairns. 13^0 

Let us but hold the tadding fast. 

Till Bor'as hes put out his blast, 

There is noe fear of the main mast : 

We are imbarqued in a bottom. 

As good as ever saills was put on, 1323 

That neither anchor wants, nor cords ; 

Our oflSbers are Lairds and Lords, 

6 
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Our mariners the zeallous rable^ 
The Coyenant onr cheiffeet cable, 
Which ne're will faile to hold us fast 1330 

Against the most tempestuous blast' 
Another cry'd, till he was hoarse ; 
No wise man will despise our force. 
For we want neither foot nor horse ; 
But when the war grows verie hot, 1335 

We alwayes tak us to our foot. 
Lets imitate our brave forbears. 
Who tum'd ther matocks into spears, 
And made good broad swords of plow-shears. 
When we cannot work by the Word, 1340 

We must mak use of camall sword. 
Let noe man at this doctrine scare. 
The surest way to peace. is war ; 
For that peace never long does stand, . 
That is not made with sword in hand. 184b5 

Since mirades noe more appear. 
We must make use of sword and spear, 
Whidi are the ordinarie means. 
As everie Covenanter kens, 
To carie on the reformation, 1350 

And purge out the abomination. 
Such hubbub yet was never seen. 
But in the dayes of RuUian Oreen ; 
Or at a comedy in the pit. 

Where whores and rogues together sit ; 1355 

Or at a camivall in Venice, 
Or when one reckons wrong at Tenaice, 
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Or at a drunken Highland quarrell, 

Where gillieweetfits toom a barrell 

Of usquebaih, and fall to words, 1360 

And pay the reckoning with ther swords. 

But, in one word, to sum up all, 

It was just like a Bachanall, 

Where men doe roar, and dance and sing. 

And jump, and leap, and kick and fling, 1365 

And are drest up in various shapes. 

Like wolves and bears, and cats and apes. 

Then the Commissioner his grace. 

Rose up, and would have left his place. 

He was with them soe much offended, 1370 

Tho' for his heart he could not mend it. 

At last they forced him to stay. 

And hear the Moderator pray ; 

Then sang a psalm that all might see 

How they like brethren did agree, 1375 

'Twas the hundred and thertie three. 

Behold how good a thing it is. 

And how becoming well. 
Together such as Brethren be 

III unitie to dwell. 

FINIS. 
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When expectation swallowed big. a. 

When each his party did advanoe. 

And told, &c. a. 

Quoth he this Tares amongst divines, a. 

Shame iall them wins so fall them tines, k. 

By the allowance of Grod's anoynted. k. 

Being assured that they should part. a. 

To his renowned assembly came. a. 

All intertain'd with lords and lairds, k. 

At every word flew out a trope, a. 

He hum'd a little and then pray'd. k. 

At prayers in a decent form. a. 

THth elbow leaned on others bum. k. 

Noe painter could all the grimaces 

Draw, &C. k. 

Some gaip'd, &c. k. 

Some wink'd, some others I did spy. k. 

And streach'd his head, &c. a. 

And therfor he made me this dispute, a. 

That to the whigs does always evill. k. 

The third was alwayes found of merita a. 

Composed of the eurth, &c. a. 

Wher they did soe with others jarr. k. 
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P. 10. 1. 141 When they intend a miachief moat A. 

1. 142 They stiU invok the holy ghost Nai m k. 

L 147 But first he hum'd, &c a. 

L 148 He homned and shook his head and stair'di a. 

1. 149 Sometimes groaned, &e. a. 

I. 15S Brethren of Scotland's kirk, the scam, 

Of [or] cream, which is the same with some ;— 
And least ye think that I am scorning. 
The country people in a morning. 
When from the milk they take the iatt 
They call it scum, or cream, or bratt ; 
But scum, according to the letter, 
Rtts the assemUie mdkle better ; 
Cream fitter is for saucie carats. 
And ther insulting Lords the prelats, 
Wlio will be called of men. Rabbi ; 
Such titles are not worth a babie. 
Oar partie ne'er car'd for a name. 
Let us be scum, and them be creame. Noi in a. 
P. 12. L 227 Which any may see in a tryce. a. 
P. IS. 1. 257 And on that score of Grod ask pardon, 

Without which all's not worth a farden. Noi in a. 
L 269 No mortall man hes so few senses, a. 
P. 14. L 268 Can for that form be very heartie. k. 

L 288 And cry, Fy ! on the carle — ^for shame I Noi in a. 
P. 15. 1. SOI That hence sprang Cameronian brood, k. 

L SIS They who sat nearest soundly flirted, k. 
P. 16. L SSO They curse and swear, and fling and kick. Noi in a. 
1. SS8 Yea to parlic'lars have recourse. Noi m k. 
L SS9 And ye shall know that some of ours a. 
1. S4S The kird by shame, &c. k. 
1. S51 Which some aver was latelie tried, k. 
P. 17. 1. 854 I hurried was &c. a. 

1. S64 Who speak but fh>m the mouth like parrots, k. 
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P. 17. 1. S72 And test the bane, &c. k. 

1. S78 This 18 the doctrine they do teach, 

And that they in the pulpit preach, a. 
R 18. 1. 38S To take the Holy Covenant k. 
1. 885 With it and feel the conscience^ 
For obligations are the same. a. 
1. S94 This sacred band it dodi not tye 

To divine right of presbitry. a, 
1. 404 The old protector, Sec k. 
I. 408 When the assembly he did brake, k. 
P. 19. 1. 412 Sachfis iher practise, for ther faith, k. 

1. 4SS They cry'd out murder, tnm'd his foes. k. 
1. 488 Which did these foolish serpents charm, k. 
P. 20. 1. 442 Which makes me think almost -from heart 

All presbyterians are in part. a. 
1. 451 They cannot call us knaves in mind. 

This hath been ay, and still shall be. k. 
1. 456 When we accept the liberty 

To set up vile idolatrie. a. 
1. 462 (And prudent men may hold ther toung 
In evill times, or else sing dumb. 
As files [viols] when they are not strung.) Not tn a. 
1. 471 There is a time to be at ease. a. 
P. 21. I. 472 Which clear is from Ecclesiastes, 

And for my argument full fiuBt is. Not m a. 
1. 474 Another fault the curats had. k. 
1. 482 And all the neighbouring soil overflow, k. 
1. 498 A few of whom I will repeat, k. 
?• 22. 1. 504 Likewise avowedly they maintain, k. 

1. 511 And dangerous superstitious foppery, a. 
1. 528 A bite of meat even night untill. 

Then its no fiiult our gutts to fill. a. 
'. 28. 1. 540 By which our very bowells flyes. k. 

1. 55 1 One which we do these foolls carberry. a. 
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P. 24. L 580 Doe read the dreams of Joseph Reid. k. 
P. 25. L 602 And few of them can onderstandy 

How it's one instrument or hand. Noi m a. 
L 605 They hold as meer obedience, k. 
P. 27. 1. 662 When he does give die Eacharist. Noi m k. 
1. 675 That it's not safer by bold words, a. 
L 682 Betwixt the devill, &c. a. 
P. 28, 1. 687 And properlie new idle stories, k. 
1. 690 Where pore religion, &c. k. 
1. 703 There was a silent member whose sweet brain, a. 
P. 29. 1. 728 Before our master from the earth was gone. k. 
L 725 Said he, I give to yon this new command 
In love, each &c. k. 
P. SO. 1. 771 The voice of organ, &c. k. 

L 772 This done, then said a swarthy fellow, k. 
P. 31. 1. 775 And son from's wat'ry bed did creep. Noi in a. 
P. 32. 1. 811 Does wisdom's brains, &c. a. 

L 818 It only does recruit ther Ibroe. Noi in a. 
1. 817 When as a fire spark np bended, a. 
1. 823 He's for the church of Xiaodicess, 

And soe not for the Laird of Braes. Noi in a. 
P. Sai. L 834 Then any of the Grayes throe, a. 

1. 839 Was bound to throw ther bread to swine, a. 
1. 847 Brethren, said he^ if ye yourselves would prove 
The true disdples of the God of Lowy 
Some wisdom, &e. a. 
P. 84. L 867 In the assemblys wherin we agree, a. 
1. 875 Low and cfonfiiaed like a dron. a. 
1. 876 Or, to come nearer to the matter. 

Just like the noyse of running vmter^ 
When it descends firom mountain tops, 
And falls among the rugged rocks. Noi in a. 
P. 35. 1. 896 A black head, and a mighty tooL a. 

1. 899 To purine and plant and cleange the kirk, k* 
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P. 36. I. 911 Which liquor k not worth « knot. a. 
P. S6i I. 928 EidMr ^B weric or sabbafii day. k. 

1. 9S4 WIm pieaoh "tot motioy and hyreUng. k. 
1. 940 Bon fightltig htW9% vador ther banner, k. 
L 946 TlMia\i maslor'fl either for form or matter, k. 
P. ST. 1. 964 I« tfeob, «Mi in amt nelgfaboor nation, ^c^ m k. 
K 976 Ao-imy in another lawn, a. 
86. 1. 980 That die kiik oMnpar^d is to a tree, 
For» a» in trees tiie freA and foir 
Are oohhate by greatest care, 
SottMi roMen twiga Aeit'e here and there 
Most be lopt off, and there's noe cure. k. 
1. 986 So every jpresbyterian whig) 

Whose pfoitiKictionB are "grown big, 
If they lonMnce not to be sndi) 
Mnst be lopt off to save the ehnrch. k. 
1. 991 A pritalioli al snbition. k. 
I. 994 And hinder It for to eorrapt. 

And they will need no more to cut. Not in k« 
1. 996 The satte thing every body sees 

In pears and apples^ pmnes and cheese, 
Wlndh sometimes doe contract corruption 
That nothing o're can tmre but section. Noi in a. 
1. 1002 Nizt staited np a smaMy squire, k. 
P. 39. 1. 1018 On Sunday or on oiAer day. a. 

1. 1017 Pbr two ttalidoas wicked feHews, 

And one that narrowly 'scapt the gallows, k. 
1. 1029 And not from brandie, bear or call. k. 
1. 1033 That kneel'd and fired in the rear. Noi in a. 
His fother miller was of H — r. k. 
P. 40. L 1042 That curats mnst needs be cut down. k. 
1. 1044 A banking by, &c. a« 
1. 1065 Most of the women for our party, a. 

P. 41. 1. 1076 And was abolished without sentence, a. 

H 
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P. 42. 1. 1111 From quarter opposite to west. a. 

P. 44. L 1156 When I had viewed weeU each feator. k, 

P. 46. I. 1211 When by this lybell of nonsense, a. 

1. 1227 To make confusion £n and noise, a. • 
1. 1240 Who were no yitibus or sujnne*' a, 
P. 47. 1. 1244 To make dissentionis and divisions, a. ' 

1. 1245 That hes this church in pieces rent Not in k. 
1. 1247 Ne'er like to make a settlement. Not m k. 
1. 1260 And tum'd iher taills viito. ther rigging. 

When they attackt his htovenly bigging. Not in a, 
1. 1264 'When Bashan's confusion was o're. 

They like these bulls b^gan to roar. k. 
48. 1. 1274 In any thing that he thinks fitt. k. 
1. 1285 Do fshew as dear's the sun's bright, k. 
1. 1288 And then K. W. is more old 

By two and thirty yearfi thrice told, a, 
1. 1294 While sometimes we with one consent, 
Made acts 'gainst acts of parliament, k. 
P. 49. 1. 1316 Some cry'd, stand to it ther noe fear. k. 
1. 1324 We are imbarqued in a ship 

As good as on the sea does skip^ a. 
P. 60. 1. 1344 For that peace never long does stand. 

That is not made with sword in hand. 
Since miracles noe more appear. Not in k. 
1. 1358 Playing at football on the green, k. 
The like was ne're in any pit. a. 
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Assist me all, you Muses nyne ! 

With a beer glass (^Jwaiie'Wgm. — p. 5. 1. 1. 

The term Jburtie-nyne appears to have been in general ose, daring 
the latter part of the seventeenth century, as descriptive of a 
particular kind of liquor ; probably so called from the year of 
King Charles' martyrdom, (1649). It seen^ to have been a 
favorite beverage of the Presbyterians ; and Meston ennmerates 
it among the various liquors which his Knight so 'glibly' 
qoafis: 

A glass or two of Jbrty^fdne^ 

He can pull off before he dine. 
The same phrase occurs in a lampoon on ^ FamUy qf Moni" 
meal.* in the Artdsion M.S. 

And she affirms it most divine, 

To 'toxicat vnikkforty^ne. 
But perhaps it may have been one of those cant phrases which 
the Jacobites used when drinking to the exiled family ; as by 
OKver (the Protector) was understood king James — O liveyex. 

Of speaking cats and prophesies. — ^p. 5, 1. 16. 

Various prophecies, regarding the restoration 'of the dethron* 
ed family, were, at this time expected to be accomplished. 
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Among others, Mr. Berkett, or Berkenhead, had foretold in the 
following prophecy, the restoration of James VHI, or the Old 
Pretender, to the British throne. Its fulfilment was, of conrse» 
ardently desired by the Jacobites, whose expectations ' swelled 
big^ throngh the French invasion of 1698 ; bat the victory of La 
Hogue put an end to their hopes, and left the completion of the 
prophecy to a future period. 

" THE PR0PHE8IE OF MR. BERKETT ANENT KING 
JAMES THE 8th HIS RESTAURATION. 

Too late I came into %his Ronme, 
To have the gift of BIsrtyrdooia; 
But in short time 111 end my race, 
My King will follow in his place. 
And pious James succrids in's place. 
Then shall unspotted truth outshyne, 
And honour pay'd f our Ladle's riiryne. 
To him a prince shall then be bom. 
Who, idfter a tyme, shall live in scorn ; 
Whilst ane usurper gaines his throne, 
But long he holds it not his own. 
Ane other in his place succelds. 
And in the world much mischiefe breeds. 
In those curst days whilst truth's opprest, 
The Eagle* stains his princely nest. 
And with the Storksf doth make a truce, 
To prey upon the Flour^e-luce ; 
Whose virgine generositie 
Shall with no base attempts comply ; 
But when it drooping most appears. 
It soon tiie loftiest colours bears. 
Then shall the Eagle and the Storke 



* Emperonr. f Doteh. 
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Repent tliem of iheir fimier worke» 

And with Bubmindve knees shall bend 

To the Flour-de-lucei and it attend. 

And when that Pentecost shall be 

The next day to St. Bamabie^f 

Then, ere a spring or two be o're. 

Expect the Prince to's native shoare* 

When our Lord falls in oar Ludy'slapv 

Old England thou shalt get a slap. 

With Leannont Bynw stiU I my 9 

Soo t land shall me^ but England aye* 

When the Antilop'sS son gets the 9»me of a lady^ 

Then the righteona air shall sooceid his dady. 

Tu l^ob ta gallos, ta mundi gloria solos 

Begem restitoes arUter orMs deis 

Non orbis gentem, aon nrhsoi gens babet olla, 

Urbsve domus dominti^ nee donas ulla parem* 

This prophecie wes given in by Mr. Haddock of Cotton, who 
avers upon oath that his father had it from George Fox, last of 
Lancaster, above 27 years agoe ; and hath been in his and his 
father's hands ever since it wes found in Master Berket's room 
when dead. He had been two years and more in Lancaster 
Castle; and wes condemned for a priest, the latter end of Oatts 
plott. He wes esteemed a man of wonderfuU sinceritie. 

NUa* Others call this Berket, Mr. Berkenhead of Lancashire, 
a worthie divyne that died 1676; fra whom Mr. Haddock of 
Cothme got the forgoing prophecie which in 1633, he gave in. 
upon oath to the Justices of Peace in Lancashire, being quarel- 
led by ^e goverment for baring it. 

[From the Jrniston JI£jS,] 

i Anno 1709, PeptMW t Iril od the nlst &aj to Stiot BwnBbie tfae IMi of Jtme. 
S Nota. The AatOop is Duke HsiyiUwi who adled UtmaJm aftw Qneen 
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WUhout Amen^fir thafn ccndemneeL^^f. 8. 1. 94. 

Preach down the prelats, meek Mas John, 

Ye'll mth my Lady' dine ; 
Yet here the grace bath little place, 

Where no man saves, Amen. 

ScoTiSH Pasquils, Book II. 

What latdie Mr. Hugh befdl—i^. 8. 1. 102. 

Mr. Hugh Kennedy, was moderator of the previous Assembly in 
1690. The allusion in the text refers perhaps to his deaths which 
Robert Milne in a note in the Arnistok M.S. thus records: — 
** This Kennedie wes Moderator of the General Assemblie* His 
2 sons wer banisht for poysening, and he fell donn dead on the 
street bimselfe." Mr. Kennedy makes a oonsfncnous figure in the 
lampoons of the day, in which, among other accusations, he is 
charged with having participated in the prito of king Charles 
the First's blood. 

But Kennedie, for's moderation, 
Shall have etemall commendation, 
He raised the honour of his nation. 

By one Newcastle market 
High prince, reformer of our state. 
To thee commited is by fate, 
Great Kennedie who is thy mate, 

Whom all malignants bark at. 

Amuiton M.S. 

Kennedy seems to have got into a scrape, in consequence of 
some remark he had made on King William, as Lord Crawford 
in a letter to Carstares, I9th Dec. 1689, writes : — *^ That story 
about Mr. Kennedy's insinuation, ** that he had little hopes our 
king would be better than his predecessor,*' is a mere foigery, 
and equally foolishly invented, as it iei maliciously spoken; for 
his caution and prudence in discourse and actings, high esteem 
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of His Maje8ty» and expectations from him in our church matters, 
is even remarkable, beyond many of his brethren; and upon 
enquiry at himself, and constant hearers, that report is this day 
flady disowned, and all other expressions of that tendency. — 
State Papebs, p. 125. 

Tike tkird was onty/ound qfmeriie. — ^p. 9. 1. 117. 

Mr. \^liam Crichton, Minister at — — was elected Mo- 
derator of the Assembly, 1692. 

Andther insuting Lards the prelat$ 

Who wiU be called qfmen Babbi.—f. 10. 1. 168. 

*I find King James stages Balmerinno for giving the Pope the 
stile of Beaiissime Paier^ Q^fartter, Hou farr. this may concern 
the oontraversy anent the giving the titles of Lord to Bishops, 
that, according to some of the beet of the protestant divines, are 
the steppes to the papacy, and Heyd^er expressly makes the 
Hierarchy the antichrist spoken of in Scripture/ — Won row's 
Anakaia M.S. vol. 2. p. 95. 

They to the testimonies add 

The Paiemoster and the Creed, — 

WUh other Babylonish weedy 

Which Bishops hither brought from Borne — 

' Ghr to the Father and the Son.*— p. 11. L 175. 



The diooesian synod held at Edinburgh on U Oct. 1662, 
ordered, ^^ That the Lord's Prayer should be repeated by every 
minister once at every sermon, or twice as he saw good. That 
the ^ Doxology,* or * Glory to the Father,' being a song com- 
posed and sung in the church, when Aiians and other sects 
denied the Deity of our Saviour, should, be again revived anii 
sung, this being a time when many sectaries deny the Grodhead 
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of Christ* Thftt the <Cf«ed^ or <Belier bo repeated at the 
ad]iiiiiktra1i(Mi (»f the eacrameiit «tf baptism, by the ffather of the 
ehild, or th^ ndftister, at his disctetioti/' — WoDftOW« It wouM, 
appear, hoilrevtdl^ that this kgunctiofi ntnas n<n iblfowed by the 
more rig^d presbyterian ministers, who held that &My thing 
emanating from the ^ bench of bishops' was erroneous, and 
therefore sinful to obey. Mr. Robert Caldet in his satirical 
Queries, asks, *^ Why do not the presbyterians say the Beliefe and 
Doxol<^? Because they are not word by word in scripture. 
Why do they not say the Lord's Prayer ? Because it is not word 
by word in Scripture. WhaA Scripture have they for not saying 
the Lords Prayer ? The 1 1 th chapter of St Loke^ 1 verse. When 
you pray, say. Our father which art in heaven. Why do they 
baptize in the Confession of Esith^ and the Sokmne Leagve atid 
Covenant, and not with the Apostles Creed? Beeause the 
ApoetleiB Creed is old,and the Ceafcwion «if Faitii and the SdenMie 
League are w»w ; and the Scripior^ (say they) tell as that old 
things are past away, and all thitigs are become tieW.'' — Amiitok 

Pray for our gracious ELing, pray on, 

Yet villany still foster, 
While ye negledt all due respect 

Unto the PatemaOer. 
Smg psalm% sing praises^ sing ahmd, 

Yea^ hiddiujahs hie. 
Your whining tone will ne'er expon 

Without Dox6U)gie.^ScotUh PavpO^ fetfok IL p. 46. 



• <I hear that the Lord*! prayer was geDevally need io the ktriu of Ediar. till the 
year 1648; and read forms of prayer till the 1647. la the 1648, instead of them 
eyry afternoon the ministers went In by tarns and prayed, and eaosed read two diap- 
ters of the BlUe; and m Ude after they tamed it to a leetuM, tlwt was eM ftrseuM 
ycaia aAeF.-^Wo»aow*8 Arndttla M.S. toL 2. p» I14> 
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2br noe num eon ^ caih*Uek AirA, 

Except the Presby^rian, caOf 

TViich %8 the mother qfus alL^^ 11. L 195. 

more bigoted Presbyteriaiui arrogantly mamtained that 
thdra was the tme religioii, and thattheir form of worship was most 
eonnstent with scripture, and most acceptable to the Almighty, the 
Episcopalians, on the other hand, with equal intolerance, looked 
with contempt on their republican hierarchy, and characterised 
thdr reli^on as unchristian, andsatanic. — *^ What is the presby- 
terian and qnakers' religion ? Answear, The divell's. How prove 
you that? 2d James, 19 verse. The divells believe, (mthout good 
works :) In so fiur, they are presbyterians : — and they tremble: 
In this they are quakers. Is a presbyterian kirk a christian 
church ? Answear, If a scriptureless, Lord'sprayerless, creedless, 
sacramentless, reasonless, altarless, ordinationless, absolutionless 
kirk be a christian church, it is the most christian church in the 
world/' — Mr. Eobert Calder^e Qfteriea. 

For we do add but one poor JotL^^^f. 12. L 201. 

*' The swearing to the Confession of Faith and Covenant," — is 
given by way of note on this line in the Arniston M.S. 

I do rtfer to Thomas JPosfer,— p. 12, 1. 212. 

Mr. Thomas Forrester, or Foster, (according to the common 
pronunciation) was Curate of Alva, in the Presbytery of Stir- 
ling ; but having acquired scruples of conscience as to the law- 
fulness of prelacy, he quitted his pastoral charge in 1674, and 
became a zealous non-conformist and conventical preacher.* 



* *' Mr. ThmnM Forrester was first oonTinced of the stU of prelacy, wberin he 
Joyned tUl the 1678 or therby, by reading the Apologeticall Kamtioa/'^WoDEow's 
AyALicTA H& VoL 3. p. 11. 

I 
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This step rendered him obnoodouff both to church aad state. He 
^as consequently intercommuned ; and being sdzed at Stirling^ 
he was given over to th^ priyjr council at Edinbnri^ by whom 
he was sometime detained in confinement. After the revolution, 
he was made principal of the new coU^e of St. AndreWis,' and 
died 2d. Nov. 1706. He wrote several controversial wcbBlaS 
against Episcopacy, the chief of which is ^The Hierardiiri 
Bishop's claim to a Divine Right, tried alt the Scripture Bar.* * 
The following singular * Epitaph,' as it is termed, written on 

his death, is in the A&nxston M.SL 

* 

Come sdngles death, have o'r : lo I here's my pass. 
In blood chanleter'd by his hand, who was^ 
And is, and shall be. Jordan, cut thy stream — 
Make cbaneUs dry-^I bear my father's name 
Stampt on my brow— -I'm ravisht with my crown. 
That shines so bright^^Down with all glorie, down. 
That world can give : I seet, the pearly port. 
The golden streets, wher blessed souls resort : 
The tree o^ life, floods guishitig from the throne, 
Calls me to joy !, . i^egon, short woes, begon ! 
I lived to die ; but now I die to live. 
I doe enjoy more then I did beleive. 
The promise me into possession sends*— 
Faith in fruition, hope in haveing ends. 

L^ m commiUthe Laird qfBrmi,*-^ 12. 1. S30. 

Mr. James Fraser of Braes, ndnister at Culross, although 
admitted to have been -^^a man of parts and learning,*' was 
characterised by archbishop Sharp as of ** most pernicious princi. 
pies, destructive to all kind of government, and withal very active 
in spreading these." He was the declared enemy of episcopacy, 
and on that account sufiered great hardships, having been cloeely 
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confiiMd in Jhe Bais for nearly three years. Hia temper waa 
violent, and lua mannera were rude and uncompromising. In 
Dr. Pitcaim'a comedy of the *< AaaEMBLT," he sustains the char- 
«ctec of Turbulaii, which appears to have fitted him exactly 

That hence sprang (Jameranian brood j 

With f other spaun they call Sweet Singers. — p. 15. 1. 301. 

The Stveet Singisrs^ (so called, says Patrick Walker, ^^from 
singing these t^arftA Pbalms over the momnfal case of the 
church, Psal. 74, 79, 80, 83, 137,") were a branch of the well 
known sect of Cameronians founded by Richard Cameron, a 
celebrated field preacher. From their leader, John Gibb, a 
fanatic sailor of Borrowstouness, who assumed the title of King 
Solomon, they also* obtained the name of Gibbites. Their con- 
duct was extravagant in the extreme, and their religious tenets 
were so absurd and blasphemous, that they can be looked upon 
only as the ravings of insanity. Mr. Donald Cargill, the 
shining light of the Cameronians, laboured in vain to reclaim 
these fanatics, who consisted chiefly of women, and to bring them 
back to the original, tho' litUe less bigotted sect firom which they 
had sprung. 

The lady for appareU gaudy — 

For its a shame to see (her hair, 

With cockig>s touring in the air ; 

AndskivfCring tvith top and top^allon. — ^p. 16, 1. 334 

The extravagance of dress among females gave great offence 
to the presbyterian clergy, who often lectured from the pulpit on 
its unseemliness. Their favorite subject was the cochups — high 
crowned bonnets turned upin frontso as to expose the whole face — 
which were looked upon as immodest, from their showing, no 
doubt, a boTffaced lightness of character. ^ Some years ago also our 
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women deformed thmr heads with Coek^ps^ and now they deform 
their bodies with Hoops or Fardingales, nine yards about ; some 
of them in three stories, very unbecoming women professing 
godliness, more fit for Harlots. I remember about thirty years 
ago, when cocknps were in fashion, some of them hidf-]rard 
high, set with wires, a solid serious christian gentlewoman told 
me, she was going to a friend's wedding, her comrades constrain* 
ed her to piit herself in that dress ; she was uneasy in her mind, 
and thought she was not herself through the day, &c.'— -Z^^ of 
Mr. Alesumder Peden. 

For non are ignorant what a trick. 
Was put t^fon us bjf old Nickj 
Tke Lord Protector.—^. 18. 405. 

^^ I find some that favour the memory of O. Cromwell, excuse the 
acting of Cromwell to this church, and say they wer oat of 
kindness. That he would not suffer any more G. Assemblies of 
this church to sit after 52, because they would have deposed one 
another, and the rent would have still encreased. That he iu- 
dyted fiusts and thanksgivings himself, and prescribed the dayes 
and causes, out of a regard to the peace of the church, because, 
as he tho't, the Protesters and Resolutioners would make each 
other causes of ther fasting.'' — ^Wodrow's AnakctOj vol. 2. p. 1 14. 

/n principles qfArmimans, 

Cassandrians and Sodnians. — ^p. 19. L 415. 

ArminianSj the followers of Jacobus Armioius of Leyden, who 
hold the doctrine of free will and universal redemption. 
CassandrianSy had their rise firom Greoi^e Gassander, a learned 
Dutch divine* He laboured to effect a union between the 
catholics and protestants, and thereby incurred the ill-will of 
both parties. He died in 1566. Sodnians, a sect so called from 
one Laelios Sodnus, th^ author; afterwards promoted by 
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FauBtos Socinu8» at ffienna, 1555. He asserted tliat Christ 
was mere man, and had no existence before Mary; denied the 
personality of the Holy Ghost, original sin, grace, predestina- 
tioD, the sacraments and immensity of God." — BaUeifs Diet. 

lAhe madmain by TaraniuB stunff. — ^p. 19. 435. 

<* TarantulOj (so called of Tarenio a city of Naples, where 
they abound,) a Tenomons ash-coloured spider, speckled with 
little white and black, or red and green spots, whose bite is of 
snch a nature that it is said to be cured by music.'' — BaUej^s 
Did. A vary curious account is given by Stephen Storace, the 
celebrated musician, in the Grentleman's Magazine for Sept. 
1753, of his curing a man near Naples, who had been bit by a 
Tarantula, by playing a peculiar musical air, called by the natives 
the TaranieOa. 

T accept King Jameffs T(deraJtum.—if. 20. 456. 

In July 1687, James the 7th issued a proclamation annulling 
the penal laws against non-conformity, and granting toleration 
to the presbyterian ministers to preach openly in churches, or in 
private houses, but prohibiting their holding field conventicles. 
This InduIgencBy as it was called, was accepted by the greater pro« 
portion of the clergy ; although they regarded it as designed more 
for the encouragement of popery, than for the real benefit of the 
kirk. This ^^ bowing the knee to Baal,'' was considered by the 
bigoted as an heinous offence, and by the Malignants as a 
subject of ridicule, which became, in their eyes, more piquant, 
when these very men, who in 1687 virtually tolerated Popery, 
opposed in 1703 the toleration of Episcopacy* — ^^When doe 
presbyterians think a ToUeration lawfull ? When they want the 
government When do they think it unlawfall? When they 
have the government. Why were presbyterians for a ToUeration 
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for diese of King Jftmes iho Tth's opinion ? Becaaie fhey were 
papists. Why are they against a Tolleration to these of Queen 
Ann's opinion? Because they were protestanta. What inferr 
they from all this ? That Scotch presbjrterians haye occassionaU 
principles^ as their bretheren in England have occassionall com- 
munion." — ]ldr. Robert Calder's Q^eries^ 

The following dramatic scene, written on the occasion of the 
attempt to tolerate Episcopacy in 1703« is preserved in the 
Arniston M.S. 



TOLLERATORS AND CON--TOLLERATORS ; 

A COMEDY. 

ACTED IN MT LORD ADVOCAPS LODO£IKG» 

June 10, 170S. 



ACTORS. 



DUK9 OP Argylb. 
Mr. Da. Williamson. 
The Vis. ofTarbat. 

B. OF WlGTON. 

E. OF Annandalb. 



K OF MXrchmont. 
Mr. Tho, Wilkes. 
Lord Strathmorb. 
EUrl of Hume. 
Lord Advocat. 



Lord Chanclour. 

Wig. Good morrow» my Lo. Advocat : How . is your Lord- 
ship's inclination raning to day; for rehellious preshyterie, 
or not ? 

Ad. Yes, my Lord^ Fd have you do so too. 
Wig. No, God curse me then ; I'd rather ye cuckold me, as 
Montrose did : But hark, by God, we'le have a Tolleration. 
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AA That'you wont get, Fse warraqt you. 

Wig. We have made a great part for us. 

Ad. Ay, but the country partie is akogether against itt, and 
you'll find that they'll come better speed this parliament than 
ever. 

Wig. What devill say you» was I not with the Duke 
Hamilton the last night, the ringleader of that party, who told 
me he would have a Tolleration ; but sayes he, if it will not do, 
lie see to gett a pension to that poor sect of people, 

A<L What say you ? God, I fear my pension [will] loup then.; 
and I'd rather kirk and country were ruined. 

Wig. God be thanked you are converted. 

exit WiGTON, 

Enter Duke of Argyle and Mr. Wilkie. 

Mr. W. Grood morow, my Lord Advocate : I hope all things 
anent the church will goe right this day. 

Ad. Ill enough I fear. Sir, but I hope good. 

Mr. W. You do well of it, my Lord ; be faithfuU to the end, 
for its Gods cause we plead for. 

Duke Argpk. My Lord Advocate I have an act to present 
to morrow ; I would have your opinion of it. 

Ad. What is it, my Lord Duke ? 

Arg. My Lord, it is an act for Ratefieing the Claim of Right, 
aproveing of the whole proceedings of the Convention of Estates, 
and King William's Parliament, and I know my Lord March- 
mont hes an act to pi^sent anent the church goverment. 

Ad. And it please your Grace, if your act goe through I 
hope the Tolleration will fall to the ground ; but I fear. 

Mr. W. Grod bleM your Qtace^ tuy Lord Argyle, for you 
was ay a worthie worker for the isauise. 

Ad. Ay, but that damn'd cuckold, my Lord Wigton, give 
me bad hearting just now. 
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Arg. Ut, at, my Lord, take honest Mr. WiUde's advice, be 
faithfull to the end.* 

Ad, I resolve to do so, come of it what will. 

eaM WiLKiE. 

Enter Tasbat. 

Tar. Boy, who is with my Lord Advocat ? Bay. My Lord 
Ai^le. 
Ad. Your servant, my Lord Tarbat. 

Tear. Your humble servant, My Lord: I see my Lord 
Advocat is troubled with Presbyterian bees this morning. 

Ad. I met with Mr. Tho. WUkie in the closs jost now. He's 
a very honest man, my Lord. 

Tar. DeiU confound me» if ever I knew any of his profession 
honest. 

Arg. Hold, my Lord, with your reflections, for that will not 
gain your point. 

Ad. But what news about the ToUeration ? 
Tar. God, I hope there shall be no hinderance of it, if the 
Devill do not oppose it, for I am sure God is for it : But Pres- 
bytrie, that rebellious Devill, is its strongest enemie. 

Ad. Oh I oh I oh I What for a figure is this, my Lord. I'd 
alwayes thoughts you had been of these rebellious divills yourself. 
Hes not your holy Lady converted you as yet 

Tar. Na, God she, I am to be hanged, and then converted. 
Arg. Seed you the Essay upon the ToUeration, my Lord 
Secretary. 

Tar. By God did I ; and he's a damned nationall blockhead, 
more fit for a webster than a minister that wrot it: For Mr. 
Meldrum's sermon he cannot prove the half of his arguments ; 
but an ye live to see it youl see him turn as oft as turncoat 
Wilkie in the Lady Yester's church, or by God lie hang. 

* The Duke's oppositioD waa the great mean of exelnding the toleratioii of 
Episcopacy at this time. 
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Arg. I li8f)e to iee the latter, bat not the first. 

exit Arotle* 

Ad. My Lord Seeretary, I'd have you leaveing off thought* 
of pkadiog for a Tolleration, £air it will be in vain* 

Tot* Whyi the deviU) noir what will stop it ? 

Ad. Hie Grace the Duke of Ai^le is to present an Act 
ratefieing the Claim of Rij^ and declareing it high treason to 
quarrell it) or any part of it. 

Tar. Ut, ut; that clause abjureiDg Epiecopaoie shall be 
rescinded* 

Ad* N09 no9 no ; each point of it will be ratified, and I would 
have you forbear thoughts. 

Tear* No^ when I am banged you may advise me ; but not till 
then. But Argyle must have a Tolleration to his whoredoms, 
adulteries, — ther*s the point ; and I think it should be insert in 
the Claim of Right 

Ad. No, youV mistaken ; my Lord Aigyle has good reason, 
for his life and fortune depends upon the Claime of Right 

Tar. God, I tiiink so; but it shall be against my will if it be 
ratified. 

Ad. My Lord Marchmont has ane other act for ratifieing 
the Presbyterian Goverment \ 

Tar. Why not, I shant be agunst it, but, by God, if these 
damned hot headed whiggs had said* Tie have a Tolleration. 

Ad. You may do so* You may present your act 

Tar. By God Til present it, have it voted, and carried, or 
God damn me if some of you don't repent it 

Eni&t Mb. David Williamson. 

Ad. There is Mr. David Williamson : Mr* David, good 
morrow. 
Mr, Da. Your Lordship's humble servant 
Ad. Here's a man cannot be buckled to Presbytrie. 
Mr. Da. My Lord, worse i» his own. 

K 
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Tor. Indeed, Mr* David, I am for no more changes nor 
Revolutions ; but I woold have all Grodly folk to live, and you 
ken, Mr. David, the Bishops toUerat y^u, and why not you them. 

Mr. Da. Indeed, my Lord, an ye look to the glory of God, 
and the good of the nation, you would all appear against a 
ToUeration ; for it will Breed division, and ther will be another 
revolution ; and we maun leave wife and bairns, and gang to 
open field ; and e'en, my Lord, commit the foull fact to keep us 
from being catched by our enemies* 

Tar. Mr. David, God's your master, the Queen's my master ; 
see ye to the glory of your master, for by God I'le see to the 
glory of mine. 

Mr. Da. Fy ! fy ! fy ! Swearing where'the Lasses : ho ! let 
me clap to it, for I'le hear non of such athism oaths goe. 

Tar. Stay, stay, Mr. David. How .many revolutions have 
you seen ? 

AtL Be modest, my Lord Secretary, be modest. 

Tar. Very modest; but Mr. David, how many have you 
reallyseen? 

Mt. Da. Only one my Lord, and the deill had said it, I hope 
I shall see no more. 

Tar. Indeed, Mr. David, you've seen seven ; and Fie cause 
your three worthy members testifie it. 

Mr. Da. Indeed, my Lord, I never saw any revolutions but 
one ; and what you mean by .the three worthy members, I don't, 
know, and the truth is ther is some members of the Kirk of 
Scotland better qualified than others. 

Tar. Deill speed me, Mr. David, if I ken any in the kirk, 
or out of the kirk, hes bcttt^r qualifications than yourself : and 
I'le tell you what I mean by the three worthy members that 
sometime con versed, with the Ladle's daughter. 

Mr. Da. Away profanity i Procull o procull esto profiini ! 
God qualifie you, and convert you from the bade gait to the 
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fore gate ; for an yoa gang in at the back gait, yon'l gang a' 

wrong. 

exit Mr. Datid anffrey. 

Tar. Heard you eFer better sport then I had with Mr. David ? 

AdL All your hellish reflections were to no purpose, and 
ought not to have been uttered by you. 

Tar. What should those expect who preach satyre, write 
satyre, and discourse in satyre ? A pack of satyrick divells, but 
to be payed home in their own coine. . 

Ad* How so ? I know non of them either wryte satyre, preach 
satyre, or discourse satyre. 

Tar. God curse you for ane old whiggish divill ; where Mr. 
Williamson's sermon befor the Assembly ? wher Mr. Webster's 
Essay? and ther whole preachings and writings are so bitter 
that I doubt not but they have been insinuated by the devill in 
hell. 

Ad. O cursed wneotch, the quintisence of venom against God 
and his cause. God curse you, and I am sure he will curse you, 
if you do not repent : But no more of it. 

Enter K of Marchmont. 

Mar. Grood morrow, my Lord Advocat 

Ad. Your Lordship's humble servant How do your Lordship 
to day. 

Mar. Not welL 

Mar. My Lord Secretary, I hope you wont appear against the 
sedement of the goverment now established by law. 

Tar. 'Hiy Lord I wont appear against it. I think a tollerap 
tion of Episcopacie necessary at this time, when so many pious 
and learned men are famished for want of bread, and I think no 
charitable christian should offer to oppose it. 

Mar. They want not toUerations ; and some of them by their 
sermons on the 30 day of Jan., such as Mr. Cant and Cadell, 
may come to gaine more than if they had a benefice, for staining 
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tb«ir native ^somtty with the bloodfiiKd of Kinji; Chfti4eB I. a 
cryme which very strangers in suchaniversary sermons exempts 
us from : What Mr. Cadell got for his, I know not : Mr. Cant got 
iboiw BOO metlcB, which is near the doaUe of -some benefice in 
tiie Kwfpdkun, and if such men deserve tollerafion I know not, 
hut shall leave it to the judgment of the hoBOUGrable House. 

Tar. Bat my Lord, Mr. Ckat is -not the ivhole Episoopall 
dei^; he is hot one member. 

Mar. It is true he is so ; but if eaeh of theia bsd Uaspfaeoied as 
be did in Aeir eermons, why might Aey not [have] gdtas much, 
and I know ther are few of them wants, and fiyr Tiiy part, though 
the whole hotte ahecdd be for it, Fie protest against it, and take 
God lie witiies. 

Ad. Fse wammt yDU Fse back you, my Lord. 

jifor. See, my Lord, Tead my act ; Argyle hes another. 

Ad. I seed Argylo's this morning. His Grace was with me. 

7br, Ood mansb Aiese wfaiggs, fbr I (faink they shall alwayes 
4iarry Ike day. If I had said it, if they get a ToHeratioh to 
whore, drink, cheat, and cm^ and betray, theyle liold be pres- 
bytrie. 

Mar. Wo, my Lord, be sober j for piosbgrfciM ooly'suptvsses 
these viees* 

Ad> I've read your act, and approves of it : cause get eorae 
draughts of it ready, and sound some of the asembers, for if it 
pass I fear not Ax^gyle's. 

' enf MaacHMONT. 

Efder Annandale & 8trathmore. 

Attn. Good morxow, my L<»ds« 

Tar. Good morrow, my LiM^ds, I am vtasei io the heart. 

Stra. Why? 

Tar. With AtgyWe act; that damn'd raecalll. Goddamn him* 

Stra. Amen. But what is to act ? 



* 
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Ann, HatefiHing tHe Chnm t/t Right in «U points, and declare- 
ing it treason to quarrell it. 

Sira. Ood) wlmt tfaen ? 

Tor. Ut, 70a igBorant Tilliin. b not eptseopacy abjnred ? 

Strci. I did not know so mncb, but there is mjr act anent the 
ToUeration. Wont it do thifric yon ? 

Tar, God, I fear it will not do : But, however, piresent it 
immediately after Marchmont's, and I will know by the first 
feafing if it win pass. 

ErUer the Eabl of Hubce. 

jHsr. Tiiere Hie Earl of Hnme, that peer of the Merse. He 
wad not eare to -stop dl your -presbyterian noses in his mickle 
a — y as Robert Gadell sayes. 

Ad, Yonr Lordshipl's servant. 

Hume. Yonr servant, my Lord Advocat. Well my. Lord, I 
have an act to present anent the cess. 

Ad. It wont be heard ontiH the affidfs of church and state be 
discust. 

Tar. God damn your »-— my Lord, it would file all the 
presbyterian noses. 

Ad Neither his nor your^s shall do it. 

Tar. If mine could doe, your's should go in first, andl>y God, 

rd choack you with f — • 

Ann. Oh, oh, oh, away with such discpurse. 

exit HvM£. 

Enter Lobd Chancellour. 

Cba. Good moruow, »y l409d Adim^t, ga^d iiiofrow. 

Ad. Your Lordship's humUewrvmit. Sow does your Lord- 
ship to day ? 

Cha. Your Loodsbip^i humble aenwit* My Lord Secretary 
how do you to day. 

Tar. Not well. 
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Cha. What troubles you ? a toUeratiiig diseatce ? Will yoq die 
of it, think you ? 

Tar, God I'se warrant me never die of a tollerating qr con- 
toUerating disease, if these ^amned whiggs git their will. 

Cha. Ay, but yon'l anger the Presbyterians. 

Tar. O for them all minshed in a dish to day to your dinner 
and myne. God, I would eat them heartsomely without a drink. 

Stra. God, I wou*d dine with you. 

Ad. Be sober, my Lord Secretary, you must both dine on 
cheaper meat. 

Tar. God, against my will, my Lord. 

Cha. But after what manner wou'd you have them dressed ? 

Tar. Mr. David Williamson in. the midst, with his three 
members ad longum ; a presbyterian sauce, groat ale and brandy. 

Cha. God damn me if the ToUeration would bide a host then. 

Tar. No God, it would pass nemine contradicente^ an these 
damned villans had said it. 

Ad* Deill catch you both if you have it yet. 

Exeimt omnes in a rage. 

EPILOGUE. 

When church is in Comedians' dress, 
You may see how statesmen themselves express : 
What cui'sed, what foolish schism creators 
Are these sect of men whom they name ToUerators; 
What bloody designs they dayly do hatch. 
The poor presbyterians on a trouble to catch; 
To procure their design what lyes they invent. 
That both kirk and country they may bring to contempt. 
The nation's wisdome I hope shall oppose 
The Kingdom's enemies, and the kirk's foes : 
Let them do what they can, they cannot pfevaill. 
So in vain they've lost their strength and th^r zealL 

FINIS. 
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Lyhewayesy ihiey pMicKly tnaintein 

Thaiprwat sacraments are noe sin — ^p. 22. 1. 505. 

^ Bat the copestone of the wickedness of that period, was the 
Ratification of the Jhe articles qf Perth ; kneeling at the commun- 
ion^ private communion to be given to the sich, private Baptisme, 
and co9jflrmatian qf children by the Bishop, and observation of 
festival dayes. Which were much opposed and testified against 
by the faithful, from their first hatching anno 1618 to the year 
1621, when they were ratified in Parliament : at what time they 
were also witnessed against from Heaven, by extraordinary 
Lightenings and Tempest. . And against this the Testimony of 
the faithful continued, till the Revolution anno 1638." A Hind 
let loose, 1687. — ^p. 51. It was overtured in the assembly 1690, 
*' That the Communion and Baptisme should not be administered 
in private, according to the act of the General Assembly, which 
act being read, it was against all the five articles of Perth. Rule 
said, these things were very reasonable, and that private commun- 
ion was charming and sorcery, and was agunst scripture and 
antiquity. Kirkton said, that was very disputable, and he could 
buckle them on that head. He said that publick baptisme had 
made six of his parishioners of considerable note leave him ; and 
he added that although they should make many acts about publick 
baptisme, yet he would baptise privately, before the curates 
got the children to baptise." — Scot. Pasq. Book L pref» p. 28. 

And more, ^at which owr bowellsfrys. 
At Ghristmass they hM geese dndpyes 
Are lawful meat.-^. 23. 1. 540. 



The observance of Christmas, as a holyday, was denounced 
by the Kirk as superstitions ; and it was no uncommon thing 
for preachers to pry into the secrets of the kitchen, in order to 
detect transgressors on that festive day. Wodrow mentions that 
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Murdoch M^Kenzie, Ksliop of Sbmy, wlule mabtet at 
^* WBs fai^oas for searcbiog p^^'a kitcheas' on ChHstinas-day 
for the superstitious goose, telling them, that the feathers of them 
would rise up in judgment againsi them one day ; and when a 
bishop, as faoKNia for affecting always to fall a preaohtag iqKUi 
the deceitfifthaMses of riehes while he was drawing the money o'er 
the board to him." — ^^ Why do they [Presbyterians] not sii^( 
^ Glory be to Grod on high V Because that was the Song the 
Angells made on Zulenlay; and they ate not for ChriatifiasGar* 
rols. They fast on Zule-dayi bnt ^at the goose on Gk)odfryday«" 
Mr. Cai»d£ll's Qfseri^, 



Once ev^rie year. 



The ihirtie day ofjanuar, 

They ceUbratfor a dead kmg.—i^ 23. 1. 543. 

The Presbyterians refused, although enjoined by the privy 
council, to observe the anniversary of the martyrdom of Charles 
I., as a day for divine worship. ^ Their not observing the an- 
niversary day, proceeds from a principle that no human power 
can oblige us to violate the Fourth Commandment, which says 
positively, ^Six days shalt thou work;' whence it is evident, 
that though any of the six days may be set apart for worship oc- 
casionally, yet none of them can be made anniversary on what' 
account soever; for if otherwise, there is none of the six on 
which some remarkable providence hath not happened; — and 
consequently by that argument we should have no time at all 
left for work, — and the advances toward thi% which Papists 
have made by their multitudes of holy days, shew what strength 
the objection hath in \i.^*^^An8¥>er to Ae Soctch Ptesb. Eloq. 

Weftt keip noe holy days on earth. 

But Sunday, and George Heriofs births — p. 23. 1. 556. 

*^But for all the abhorence that Presbyterians have, and do 
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ymSoM iigaiiuit tb» ^AawnJ&on of muuvenary days, yet they 
Clever HMPsod to piwoh an anaiveraary sermon on Mr. Herio^ 
who btiiU and endowed tiie great hospital in the city of 
JEdinbuigh; the reason is, that for erery sermon in Heriot's 
coramendationy they get five pounds, a new hat, and a bible. 
If they could bat haTe made the same parchase by preaching 
on ChristmaS} it is more than probable that they would have 
thought the annual obserration of our Saviour's birth as little 
fiuperstitiouaaa that of Mr. Heriot's memory/— jSco^ JVe^ft. £log. 
DuplayedL The first Monday of June is still annually observed 
as a holiday at the hoqiitaV commemorative of its founder, and a 
sermon is preaohed in the.Greyj&iars church for the occasion. 

Now as/ar learning^ tKeffr but blocks. — ^p. 23. 1. 560. 

^But the Ptelatkk cmtOi can give no proof of their 
Ministry, &e. JBr^o*— The qualification of optmBSs to teach is 
wanting, yea incompatible with them, not only such of them as 
are noted for ignorance^ of whom clearly that is verified, they 
are blind waMkmenf they are all iffnorant fisa. 56. 10.^ but 
even their greatest clerks and Babbies may fitly be called after 
the name of <heir forefiithers, whom Christ calls blind Leaders 
qf the blindt concenuog iriiom he gitei a cMnmand to ki them 
ahne^ MM. 16. i4. ko.&eJ-^A Hindiet loose, 1687, p. 2S5. 

Xbr doted DauHs Actfy jsilfitdL—p. 24. 1. 563. 

Tins was Mr. David Diokson> minister of Edinbufgh. Won- 
Raw, in his JMkcta, reUtes a curious circumstance of Mr. 
Oavid^ which had apparently bestowed on him the soubriquet of 
i doled' t^c coaseerated.'— ^ Mir Andrew Tate told me he had this 
acoompt from D. JMchson, Mr. D. Dickson's grandchild, as 
what was not doubted by them : That Mr. Dickson's parents 
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wet persons of a great deal of substance and ricbes, (in Glasgow, 
or Stirling I think), and eminently piouse both y that they were 
several years maryed and had Hoe children ; upon which they 
entered into a solemn vou, if the Lord would give them a child, 
if a sod, they should dedicate him to [the] service of his church ; 
and im'ployed the christians of the place to joyn with them in a 
day of fasting and prayer upon this accompL According Mr. 
D. Dickson was bom, and they, befor he came to any great age, 
forgote ther vou, and bred him a merchant; and all things 
misgave in his hand, and they stocked him once and again till 
he lost to them several thousands, and their losses brought them 
in mind of their vou, and according he was putt to his studyes^ 
and what eminent service he did his generation is knouen.' — Vol. 
1. p. 128. 

Mr. David Dickson appears not only to have been a dotedf 
but likewise a dautit minister, being much caressed by his 
female auditors. — ^ I heard that when Mr. D. Dickson came 
in to see the Lady Eglintoun,* who at the time had with her 
the Lady Wigtoun, Curoese, &c. and they all caressed. him 
very much, he said, Ladys, if all this kindaess be to me as 
Mr. D. Dickson, I cun yon noe thank ; but if it be to me as a 
servant of my master^s, and for his sake, I take it all weel.' — 
WoDROw's Analecta vol. 1. p. 35/ — * I have been these two sab- 
baths or three in private, taking instruments in the name of 
God, That my Lord Jesus and I have kissed each other in 
Aberdeen. Who can blame Christ to take me on behind him 
(If I may say so), on his white horse through a water ? Will 
not his father take his little dated Davie in his amis, and carry 



* A aingular circamstonee oocnrred at the death of thii ladf •' " At the good 
CooDtesBe of Egllfltoun'tf death, a lltle beibr it, ther wer a great aound of Tnimpetii 
heird by Mr. D. Dickioii» then lu the honee. He thought at Unt it had been eome 
noblemen ooming to the hooie, bat none appe^ring^ he eondoded it a peioe of the 
ministry of AngeUa."-^AiiAUCTA voL 1. p« 297. ' 
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' Rutheifird^s EpUUes 92.— He died 



in December, 1662* 



Thejf pryze noe mare them children's whisUee 
All Hfir. RvOerfbtts^EpisOes.—^. 24. L 567. 

Mr. Samuel Ratberford, profeseor of divinity in the New 
College of St. Andrews, and a most strenuoas supporter of 
republicanism.- He was the author of sereral works of a 
democratic nature, of which Lex Bex was the principal. Its 
seditious tendency attracted the attention of government, who 
ordered it to be burnt, by the hands of the hangman, at the 
cross of Edinburgh, and at the gate of his own CoIl^;e. He 
was the leader of the Remonstrcmts in fife ; and the circumstance 
of his being the head of this violent party gave great influence 
to his name and writings among the whigs of Fife, which is 
still felt by their descendants. This influence was, probably, 
occasioned by his opponent, Mr. Sharp, a counsellor of more 
moderate measures, having become primate of Scotland at the 
Restoration. The hatred to the archbishop is still as Iresh, and 
the reverence for his antagonist as deep, among the present 
Dissenters, as among the Covenanters of the seventeenth 
century. 

He was held in high repute by his own party, who * doubted 
whether his sublime scholastick invention in dispute and con- 
troversy, or his sweet popular familiar strain in his sermons, 
were the most admirable.' Singular instances of these qualities 
are given by the Editor of Kxrkton*s History ^ Note p. 121. 
and his EpUHes aflbrd abundant evidence of his * familiar strain.' 
On the other side •his character is thus summed up. — '^ Mr. 
Samuell Rutherford, altho lousse in hes zouthe, hes beine 
from his first begining a suome enimey to m'onarchey, as hes 
wrettings testifie ; a hatter of all men not of hes oppinion, and 
.one qufao if never so lightlie offendit, vnreconcileable ; woyd 
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of merce^r atid: charity,' allho a teacber of boih to oAers.^*— 
Balfour's Annales^ vol. 3. p. 418. He died 29 Marcb, 1661. 

Ihmt a she saint tRats calPd TSereie.— >p; 24,. L 672. 

St. Teresa, a vkgin of CastiUe, and foundiasB of the Reform- 
ation of the Barefiooted Carmelites, died in 1582, and was 
canonized by Pope Gregory XV. in 1j621» Her * Epistles' 
were pnUisbed by Biabop Palafoz in^foor volomes, and her 
Life, written by berselfy baa been sewral timea translated into 
Frencb. Butler says tbat ber Life. ^ is tbe deligbt of devoat 
persons, not on accoont of tbe revebitions and visiona tbere 
recorded, bat because in' it are bud down tbe ■ most perfect 
m a Tims by wbicb a soul ia conducted in tbe patbs of obedienoe, 
humility and self denial, and espeeially of player and an interior 
Life.' — Lives of the jSoin^ Tol. X..p, 308. ■ She waa highly 
gifted in < myatieal Theology, or supernatusal passive prayer^ 

James Durhame om tie' Bemlation,^-^jk 24* 1. 673. 

Mr. James Durham waalaiid of Purie in. Angus, and married 
for bis first wife Anna Durham, daughter to the laird of Dunter- 
vie near Queenaferry*. He Vfrsa at one time a Captain in the 
Army, but afterwards studied for tha^urch, and was ordained 
minister at Glasgow iur 1647« He married for his second wife 
Margret Mure^ relict of Mr* Zachary Boyd. He died in 1658, 
agiQd 36. fie wrote Expoailions of the Song of Solomon, a book 
on Scandal, and en tbe Bevelation. 

* Mr.D. Gray tells me he bearo that Msw Durham keq^ two 
dayes a week for fiisting and prayer for discoyering of the Lord's 
mind when, be waa .writing on the Revelation^ and it was tho't 
that with bis dosae study and tho't,^ cast him into that decay 
wherof he dyed* He waa a man that was very much in medi- 
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tation. Ha ugaally «dd mrjr Ude to peipoiw thai came to 
propose ther caMMi to him, bat heard them; but nixt day he 
preached, he was sure to handle them.' — AnabetaTci. 2* p. 179*. 

Doe read the Dreams qf Joseph Meed.^^^ 24. L 580. 

Joseph Mede, a learned English divine, waa bom in 1586, and 
died in 1638. He was a strenuous millenariany and wrote 
several works on the subject, of which a Commentary on the 
Apocal3rpse is the principaL 

The^le nire read JKr. Andrew Gray. — ^p. 24. 1. 584. 

Mr. Andrew Gray, was son of Sir William Gray provost of 
Edinburgh, and at the early age of 21 was ordained minister of 
Glasgow. He died in January 1656, about two years after his 
ordination. He married a daughter of Baillie of Jerviswood, who 
afterwards became the wife of Mr. Greorge Hutcheson minister 
of Irvine. Mr. Hutcheson used to call him a * Spark from 
Heaven.' — Analecta vol. 4. p. 185. He wrote a sermon entitled 
^ The Mystery (^ Faith opened vp^ which was published in 1670. 
Colvil, in his Whi^s SvppUcationy takes notice of Mr. Andrew. — 

To brmgthoee troubled soulb to peace. 
Some reads Alvarez Helps to grace ; 
Some Sanctuary of a troubled Soult 
Some cited passages of Pati( 
Explaining well what he did say: 
Some reads'on Mr. Andrea Gray. 

In the booh catTd Jus popuK.— ^ 26. 1. 647. 



Jus popuK vindicaium, is the tide of a oontroTersial book writ- 
ten by Sir Jamea Stewart of Goodtrees^ against the government. 
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It was condemned by the Privy Council in 1670, who imposed 
a fine of lOyOOO merhs on all those wh6 had copies in their pos* 

session after a certain time, 

TVe thought King Willie had been «ticA.— p. 27, L 658. 

^I hear, King William, a litle afler the Revolution, when 

this present Dutchess of Hamilton came doun from Court, and 

had taken leave of the Queen, took leave of the King, and he 

smiling said, she was going doun to take care of the Kirk : she 

said, * Yes, Sir, I oun myself a Presbyterian,' and offered to 

kneel to kiss his hand. The King preisently supported her, and 

(I think) did not suffer her to kneel, but said, / Madam, I am 

likewise a Presbyterian.' This I have from one that was witness 

to it, and another good hand that had it from the Dutchess/ — 

WoDRow's AnalectOy vol. 2, p. 1 56. King William was, however, 

no bigot. In his letter to the first General Assembly held after the 

Revolution, hecominended moderation, plainly telling them, that 

he would not make his authority a tool to the irregular passions of 

any party. This lukewarmness for the cause of the Covenant gave 

great offence to the violent party, and, joined with other matters, 

led them to suspeict that they had been deceived in thinking 
William such a strenuous Presbyterian as they had supposed. 

WoDROW, in his Analecta, ^yol. 2. p. 101.) gives the following 
curious account of William's devotion to religious duties. — *^ He 
tells me likewise, he had this accompt of EL. William from Mr. 
Carstaires, who was with the King in the camp at the time. 
That ther was a bam near the King's tent, to which he was fre- 
quently observed to retire every morning almost. A souldier who 
notticed it, was ver}** earnest to know what the'King wasadoing, 
and found means to get in to the bam nixt morning before the 
King, and hide himself beneath some bottles of strau, and lye 
-very closse. He observed the King come in and shutt the dore 
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behind him, and take oat of his pocket a litle Bible, and 
read (standing) upon it for near half ane hour, and severail 
times took his eyes off it, and looked up to heaven. This he 
closed, and kneeled doun, and prayed most fervently, and weep- 
ed very much. Then he arose and took another book out of his 
pocket, which he said was Flavell's peice on the Heart, and 
after he had read upon that, for about a quarter of ane hour, he putt 
it up and prayed very shortly, standing on his feet, but most 
fervently with many tears, and after all, wiped his eyes and face, 
and opened the dore, and went out. This was a great conviction 
to the fellou, who did not think that kings had prayed any.' 

And 18 on Doctor OaU his plaL^^. 30, 1. 768. 

* That notorious villain. Dr. Oats, the grand evidence in the 
pretended Popish Plott, being convicted of peijurie, and many 
other crimes, 16th May, 1685, was sentenced to be degridat of 
of his priestly office, to be two severaU days scourged ; to stand 
in the pillory three severail dayes ; to pay 1000 merks sterling, 
of fine for each perjurie ; and to suffer perpetuall imprisonment, 
and to be pillored yearly three times : since by his evidence the 
lives of Vis. Stafford, Colman, and many others were taken 
away. See more of him in the Tryall, 1 686.'-r-FouNTAiNHALL's 
Chron. Notes^ p. 48. 

One cTffd * Lefs prosy to drown the wnic^-^i^. SO, 1. 767, 

^ In the forenoon Mr. Gabriel Sample was, by a vote, made 
Minister at Jedbuigh. Mr. Gabriel Cunninghame said, * that 
before the vote past, it was fitte to pray that they might drown 
the noise, since there was a great gable amongst the brethren.' 
The motion was obeyed, and a prayer bended up, which they use 
to do when there's a great dinn in, the House. Kirkton was 
angry at the motion, and said, ^ what needed all that fool pray* 
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ing, for it was nevef Ware the ooBtooi.' — LMfT on (te As^* 1690, 
Soot* Pasq* Book J^pnf. p. 28. 

As (mce wid a phaxiaiick sant^ 

Whose name was Mr. Andrew Cant — p. 31, 1. 797. 

^ Mr. Andrew Cant was Minister of the Newtoun of Aber- 
deen. He was a most zealous straight man for the Covenant 
and eause of God. I hear he had that expression at his death, 
that his conscience Imre him witness, that he never gave a 
wrong touch to the ark of God all his daycs. The Malignaots 
used to call him oioe of the Apostles of the Covenant.' — Wod- 
Row's Analecta, M.S. vol. 3, p. 265. He died 4th Dec 1685. 

He had a son called Andrew, who was also a presbyterian 
minister at Aberdeen, but who afterwards turned episcopal. 
This step, says Patrick Walker, was always feared by his 
honest father. ^ One dayj going a piece of way together, he was 
skipping before his father, he said, ^ Souple Andrew, I fear that 
be thy &ult all thy days, both in principle and practice/ 

It was txmdemnifd by John SenqJe.^^1^ 31, 1. 799. 
Mr. John. Senple» AlGnister of Caniphaim^ in Galloway. 

At last vprose a nolble Lord-^. 35, L 890. 

This noble Lord is evidently the Earl of Crawford, who was 
the grsBt. supportor ' of Presbytery at Che Re^ution* For what 
reason he is made to discourse of trees, the editor is not aware, 
altho' IrequMt- menlioif is made in' -the 'lampoons of the day, of 
Jiia LoMbhip^ predileetion 'for horticultural pursuits. 

Brciught from a gar3en» and^obtcoie rAtireat» 
Abdalonimus Jike, to jrnlA the state^ 
. Sick herbiige now and fading flowera>dMlare 
The futall lo84 of jsucl^ a.gardiner's care ; 
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Yea, the poor tender imps began to faiU, 
And saflFer sadly through ther master^B seall. 
And though he alwayes something doth retaine, 
As it's no wonder^ of the gardener's mein. — 

In a satirical News-letter from Parnassus in 1690, preserred in 
the Arniston M.S., giving an account of the trial of all the Whig 
Noblemen at the Court of Apollo, the Earl of Crawford thus 
appears : *^ Nixt him was brought the E. of Cmwford. All the 
nation, except some pedlers, begged Appollo might show no 
mercy to him, that had been ane enemie to mankind. If so 
great a cry had not gone against him, its like Appollo, consider- 
ing how little capable he was to do harm in any other govern- 
ment but K. W. had ordered him to be confyned to his estate, 
his miserable park, there to teach gardiner boyes for ha-pence a 
peice, to prune gooseberry bushes, and know some fruit trees by 
ther leaves ; but so many lies, cruelties, and barbarityes were 
brought against him, that Appollo immediately ordered him to 
be carried to the Grass Marcatt of Edinburgh, where many of 
his intimates had finished ther course.'' -^^ 



Nought will doe the ttime. 



Except we either cut or bume. — ^p. 40. 1. 1051. 

The expression ^ cut or burn' seems to refer to the cutting off 
a diseased limb, and applying the actual cautery ; altho, perhaps, 
the witty author may allude to the following story, which is thus 
related in the Statistical Account of the Parishes of Fossaway 
and TuUiebole : ^^ Among the antiquities of the Parishes, may also 
be enumerated an anvil stock, that was the property of a black- 
smith in the Crook of Dovan, before the Reformation. At that 
time, a Roman Catholic Priest officiated in the Parish, who was a 
great declaimer against the marriage of the Clergy. The black- 
smith had, notwithstanding, reason to suspect that he was too 

M 
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familiar with his \yif« ; and, pretendidg to go on a journey^ he 
returned unexpectedly, and found the priest and his wife to* 
gether. This son of Vulcan, however, did not, like bis predeces- 
sor in the case of Mars and Venus, prepare a net to link them 
together ; but he hammered out a most substantial staple, and 
indignantly dragging the priest to the anvil stock, he nailed him 
to it, by means of the staple, and by that part of his body which 
had done the mischief. He then laid down a knife, and setting fire 
to the smith's shop, gave the priest his choice, either * to cut or 
to burn.' The priest hesitated, till the flames approached him ; 
but was at last obliged to have recourse to the knife. He never 
afterwards made his appearance in the parish ; and no other 
Roman Catholic Priest was permitted to succeed him. The 
anvil-stock has, therefore, the name of the * Reformadon Clogg ;* 
and the story is known by the title of * cut or burn.' The origi- 
nal clogg itself has been in the possession of the last five minis- 
ters of the parish, and is now in the possession of the writer of 
this account. This affair is said to have happened during the 
time that Mary, Queen of Scots, was confined in the castle of 
Lochleven, under the care of William Douglas, to whom it be- 
longed."— 5tot AccL qfScotlandj vol. 18. p. 475. 

The following Monkish rhymes, with the Nota bene annexed, 
apparently refer to this anecdote. 

*^ Traditur historia sequens de Monacho quodam, 
Nuptam qui fabri ardebat, (hod nomina prodam :) 
Die Veneris, ille solebnt adire amatum^ 
Die quo faber sdebat adire aercatota. 
Faber aliquando, gravi 9Belot3rpia raattt% 
Domum redit mercatu, neqoaquam conji:^ notus ; 
Monachum improbtim videbat amare forraoBani ; 
Rem vidit in re, — ^rem plane vidit atrocem. 
Quid dein agendum, &ber tune cogitabat. 
Ad incudis lignum, membrum nocentem ligabat. 
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Cum clavo infixo per monachi scrotam ; 
(Sit moechis ac monachis omnibus notum :) 
Tunc, domo accensa, dat monacho caltmm, 
* Seca vel urere,* dicens ad adultnzm ; 
Qui fabro non amplins ferrario pestis, 
Nam, metnens ignem, czcidit testes.** 

** N.B. It appears from record, that there was a bull given 
by the Pope to the Abbot of Dunfermline^ for allofring this 
Monk to remain in tbe Abbacy after such an accident." 

Becausefjaraoath, ap^sus lady. — p. 41. 1. 1071. 

Perhaps this refers to Lady Anne Wemyor, r/ho raarrird in 
169], David Leslie, third Earl of Levcn. The allusion to his 
Lordship's fighting uith a lady, may relate to the story of his 
having * switched the Lady Mortonhall with his rod, when she 
reproved him for hunting in her park.' Allusion is also made 
to this story in the following poem on his Lordship's marriage, 
preserved in the Arniston M. S : 

Ltnes on mt Lokd Leavine's Mariage with the Countess 

OF Weeme's Daughter. 

In fertile Weems, that soul refreshing place, 
Wnder the droppings of the dew of Grace, 
Dorinda lines, the honour of her race ! 
Dorinda^ chiefe of Covenanted maides ! 
Pryde of our Kirk, and glory of our aige ! 
Her all, and every pairt wes fram'd so wcill, 
No prelat member did the rest excell, 
Bot parity in every limb did dwell. 
So perfect all did justly her account, 
A transumpt of the pateme of the mount 
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Dorinda) oiily fitt for Ajax love ! — 

Ajax, who thuDders from his rock lyke Jove ^* 

Ajax, who does with birchen scepter raigne. 

O'er all the frighted ladyes of the plaine ! 

No superstitious rite, nor idle jest, 

But godly psalmes did grace the uuptiall feast. 

In stead of garter loos'd, or stocking flung, 

Sex double verse to Martyrs' tune were sutig. 

The bryde wes bedded by the word of God, 

Ane patern of reformed Kirks abroad. 

In the nixt place, a possat made of sacke. 

Which gravely as the sacrament they take. 

After some disputs, curious and nice. 

About postures in the tyme of exercise. 

Sex loud presenters our last good-night did sing. 

The sacred croud did dance it in a ring, 

Untill good sweet mes David did begin,f 

Inspyr'd with sack, to sing this nuptiall hymne. 

Lestjrom our head we shah the branks. — p. 42. 1. 1102. 
In both manuscripts this line runs thus. 

Lest from his head we shak the branks. 

The Editor, however, conceives that this reading is erroneous. 
The proverbial phrase here expressed evidently means that the 
clergy^ not the king^ would free themselves of the restraints of 
which they complain. The branks was an instrument of punish- 
ment for violent brawlers, made of iron bars surrounding the 



* He wes Governour of Edinburgh Castle.'^R. M. f The Revei'cnd David 

Williamaon. 
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head, and having a tongae of the same metal, which went into 
the mouth, and constrained silence. 

His fuvfle was Mr, Solomon. — ^p. 43. 1. 1139. 

Mr. Solomon is Mr. David Williamson, minister, in Edin- 
burgh, better known in the book of scandal under the soubriquet 
of Dainty Davie, 

* I am well informed that Mr. David Williamson, when he was, 
a litle after the Revolution, supplying at Aberdeen, was much 
hated by the Jacobites and Episcopalls there [who] put all the 
obloquy and a£fronts upon him they could : particularly on 
sabbath when he was going to preach, they hounded out a poor 
profane man to meet him on the publick street, and sing and 
dance on the sabbath ; whither he had a fidle playing also I do 
not mind, but the tune he sung in dancing before him was 
Dainty Dame, Mr. Williamson was grieved at the profanation 
of the sabbath, and said to some body with him, ^ Alace for that 
poor man, he is nou rejecting the last offer he is ever to have of 
Christ' The wretch came not to church, and before night 
dyed in a feu minutes. — Wodrow's Analecta, M,S. vol. 6. 51. 

Of the Commissioner his Grace. — ^p. 46. 1. 1213. 

Robert, fourth Earl and first Marquis of Lothian, was his 
Majesty's Commissioner to the General Assembly of 1692. 

So mighty Jove^ with thunder thumps^ 

Did smyte those gyants on the rumps^ 

And tunid iher taHls vnto ther rigging^ 

When they attacht his heavenly bigging. — p. 47. 1. 1257. 

This is a very humorous compendium of Ovid's, * Gigan* 
tomachia,' or Battle of the Giants. 
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Neve foret ierris seearior ardana »Ui«r ; 
Affectafise ferant r^onm ecel€«te Gigantes, 
Altaque congestos atruxisse ad sidera montea. 
Turn pater <Miimpoteiia, miaao, perfr^i (Nympom, 
Fuliniiie> et excuaait sulgecto Pelio Ossam ; 
Obruta mole aua cum corpora dira jacerent 

As Hynd kt lao$et and Peoples Bight.— p. 48. 1. 1284. 

A Hyndlet loose was written bj the Rev. Alexander ShieUs, in 
order to controvert prelacy, and the lawfulness of the measures of 
government against the kirk ; and to uphold the covenant, and the 
right of the people to take up arms in defence of their religious and 
civil liberty. It was awork well suited to the times, and was much 
esteemed by the violent party. Bogle^ in his letter to Qrdhame 
qfAirthf calls it *^ pne of the most scurrilous, seditious books that 
ever was published, being wholly made up of treasonahle 
speeches against king and church, and intended by the author 
for rousing disturbance in the country/' 

PeojpHs Bight was the controversial tract, called Jus populi 
vindicatum. See p: 85. 

TTien sang a psalm that all might see 

How they like brethren did agree^ 

'Twos the hundred and thertie three* — ^p. 51. 1. 1374. 

*^1692 Feb. 13. ant. mend. The G. Ass. was dissolved 
after prayer. The Commissioner said they had a competent 
time allowed them to have done what was the principle designe 
of calling this Ass. (to unite with ther Bretheren). But per- 
ceiving noe inclinations towards complying with the King's 
demands, be, in his name^ dissolved the Ass. The Moderator 
asked if the Ass. was dissolved without nominating a dyet for 
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another. He answered, his Maty, will appoint another, and give 
timouse advertishnient. The Moderator desired to be heared 
a feu words. The Commissioner answred he could not hear 
him as Moderator. * In what ever capacity your Gr. pleases,' 
said the other; and added, that the Ass. acknoaledged all 
obligations to his Maty, and if his commands had been in any, 
or all ther wordly concerns, they would have yeilded ; bat the 
Assembly being dissolved, without indyting another to a certain 
day, he could not forbear to declare, that the office bearers in 
the house of God have a spiritual] intrinsick pouer from Jesus 
Christ, the only head of his church, to meet in Assemblys 
about the affairs thereof, the necessity of the same being first 
represented to the magistrate ; therefor he craved that such a 
dissolution might not be to the prejudice of yearly General 
Assemblys granted by the laws of the Kingdome. The members 
rose all up, and declared their adherance to what the Moderator 
had said. The Moderator offered to pray, but the members by 
a generall cry pressed to name a dyet for the nixt General 
Assembly. The Moderator proposed at Edinburgh the 3d 
Wensday of Agust, 1693. The members again with one voice 
declared their approbation; upon all which instruments were 
taken, the Moderator concluded with prayer, and singing 133 
psalm. The Commissioner gave in his abovcmentioned speech 
in write, and required the same to be recorded.'' — Wodrow's 
AnaledOj vol. 2. p. S3. 
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